
The Czech & Slovak Club of Greater Kansas City is holding
its annual meeting on Sunday, March 19. We’ll have a potluck
dinner and program featuring the Sugar Creek Tamburitzans.
Activities include the announcement of club officers. The slate
of candidates is listed below. Admission for members and
guests is free, however, we ask all attendees bring food items
listed below, based on your first letter of your last name.

CClluubb MMeeeettiinngg

Sunday, March 19, 2:00-5:00 p.m.

2:00 social, 2:30 meal, 3:15 meeting, 3:30 Tamburitzans, 4:30
cleanup

LLooccaattiioonn

Moose Lodge #10 
510 North Sterling 
Sugar Creek, MO 64054 
(816) 254-4309

PPoottlluucckk

A-K =  salad/vegetable

J-R = dessert/appetizer 

S-Z = meat/main dish

Table service and soft drinks provided by the club. Beer and
wine available for purchase.

Annual Club Meeting - March 19 Come join the fun!

News from the Czech & Slovak Club
c/o Terry Smitka
1205 Wellington Way
Liberty, MO  64068
Address service requested

Election of Officers - Czech & Slovak Club of Greater Kansas City 

Please mail your ballot to Czech & Slovak Club, c/o Jana Rooney, 3353 W. 129th Terr., Leawood, KS  66209. If you have
any questions, contact Terry Smitka at 816-480-4227. Ballot must be mailed by March 15, 2006.

Slate of officers 

o President – Terry Smitka o Write-in____________________
o 1st VP (Membership) – Steve Smitka o Write-in____________________
o 2nd VP (Social/Programs)– Linda Vlasak o Write-in____________________
o 3rd VPs – Jirina LaVine and Mike Kalny,

Commissioners to Ethnic Enrichment Commission o Write-in____________________
o Secretary – Joyce Cox o Write-in____________________
o Corresponding Secretary – o Write-in____________________
o Treasurer – Jana Rooney o Write-in____________________
o Historian – Gene Simon o Write-in____________________

Your signature/date____________________________________________ 
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Local Consuls take initiative with GLOBE Diplomatic Ball - Mar. 18

The 2006 Diplomatic Ball is March 18th at
the downtown Marriott in Kansas City,
MO. Hosted by the mayor of Kansas City
and the Ethnic Enrichment Commission, it
brings the variety of cultures in the area
together for a night of food, fun and
friendship. It is hosted by the Latin
American countries. Contact Jirina LaVine
for tickets.

Next March the Slavic countries will pro-
vide the theme and entertainment for the
Ball. The hosting countries will seek out
entertainment that is unique to their partic-
ular cultures, and many will be dressed in
costumes that reflect their heritage. Jirina
LaVine from our club is responsible for the
2007 event. The club will assist her in coor-
dinating activities. Countries represented
include the Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Lithuania, Croatia, Serbia, Ukraine and
Russia. More information will be provided
soon. Contact Jirina to assist.

Slavic Festival 2006 

The 21st annual Sugar Creek Slavic Festival
is June 9-10. It honors the primarily Slovak
and Croatian immigrants that settled in
Sugar Creek after the opening of the
Standard Oil refinery in 1903. These origi-
nal immigrants came to Sugar Creek look-
ing for a better life. Once established, they
helped relatives emigrate with the promise
of refinery jobs. They took courageous
steps knowing that they would likely never
see their parents or family members again.

Entertainment includes the Brian McCarty
band Friday night and Don Lipovac
Saturday. Enjoy additional entertainment,
activities, traditional foods and drink. Be
sure to visit the club’s booth, too! 

Each year, the Kansas City World Trade Center (KC Chamber’s interna-
tional division) hosts the Global Leadership Opportunities for
Business Executives (GLOBE) program. The program is intended for

individuals at companies with objectives to access or expand into the global
marketplace. Whether involved in importing, exporting, outsourcing, or off-
shoring, success in the international arena demands expertise beyond standard
business acumen. It also requires a deep understanding and finely tuned skills
for meeting the ever-changing, complex blend of political, cultural and leader-
ship challenges. The GLOBE program is designed to help participants meet
those challenges.

The program began February 22-24 with a trip to Washington, DC. Nineteen
business leaders from Kansas City met over the 3-day trip with various orga-
nizations and agencies instrumental in international work. Meetings were held
at the Czech and Slovak embassies to introduce participants to the country, its
economic trends and outlook for future trade.

The course continues with monthly meetings and culminates with an interna-
tional trade mission September. This year, the class will go to the Czech
Republic and Slovakia September 10-16 for the trade mission. Honorary con-
suls Ross Marine (Slovakia) and Sharon Valasek (Czech Republic) are partici-
pating in the program and working with Mary Pyle at the World Trade Center
to organize the mission.

GLOBE participants at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in Washington, D.C.
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Philharmonia Performs Dvorak

Last October, the Philharmonia of Greater Kansas City successfully opened
their season by performing the music of Czech composer Antonín Dvofiák at
Park University. The program featured Slavonic Dance in C Major, Opus 46,

No. 1 and perhaps his most
famous work, New World
Symphony. Jana
Kalimonova, Second
Secretary-Culture from the
Embassy of the Czech
Republic in Washington,
D.C. visited Kansas City to
attend the concert and vari-
ous cultural festivities over
that weekend. Following the
concert, Greater Kansas

City People to People and the Czech and Slovak Club co-hosted a special
reception to honor Ms. Kalimonova.

In addition to the concert, members of People to People and the
Czech/Slovak Club accompanied the visiting diplomat at several events over
her three-day visit:

l Lunch with members of Greater Kansas City People to People at the
Nelson Art Gallery’s Roselle Court.

l Participation in First Friday festivities at the Bohemian Gallery in the KC
Arts District

l Lunch at the home of Linda and Marian Vlasak in Fort Leavenworth,
KS plus a tour of the Fort and museums on post and in the city of
Leavenworth.

l Dinner with members of the Czech & Slovak Club at Accurso’s.

l Meeting with Mary Eisenhower and executive members of the staff the
headquarters of People to People International.

Ms. Kalimonova appreciated and greatly enjoyed her visit to the Heartland.
She plans a return visit before completing her assignment in Washington, D.C.

Czech-Slovak Queen Candidate

The Miss Czech-Slovak USA Pageant will
take place August 4th, 5th, and 6th during
the Nebraska Czech Festival in Wilber,
NE. The festival is an annual event which
draws over 50,000 visitors to this small
community of only 1,700 residents.
During the festival, the streets of the busi-
ness district take on a carnival atmosphere
with an assortment of arts and crafts, food
and drink, games, music, and three daily
parades.

The highlight of the event is the Miss
Czech-Slovak USA Pageant. Contestants
must be between the ages of 16-24, and of
Slovak or Czech descent. Contestants are
judged based on a talent, personal inter-
views, and modeling of an ethnic costume.
Prizes have traditionally included a trip to
the Czech Republic, a savings bond, a
scholarship, and a variety of other gifts.

Last year our club sponsored an entry in
the pageant, Elizabeth Springer, niece of
Terry Smitka. The club would like to con-
tinue that tradition. If daughters or rela-
tives of any club member are interested in
participating in the Pageant, the Czech and
Slovak Club of Kansas City would be will-
ing to sponsor a portion of the cost.
Please contact Terry Smitka at 816-480-
4227 if you have an interest. If we have
multiple entries for the pageant, our club
will have a contest prior to the festival to
determine our candidate.

Conductor Andres Franco and the Philharmonia

Tour of People to People International headquarters with Mary EisenhowerJana Kalimonova with Linda and Marian Vlasak
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Diplomatic Ball – March 18
The Ethnic Enrichment Commission celebrates the
23nd anniversary of the Diplomatic Ball. Held at the
Marriott-Muehlebach Hotel, 12th & Wyandotte. Contact
Jirina LaVine for ticket information - 816.753.2540.

Czech and Slovak Annual Meeting, Mar 19
Moose Lodge #10, 510 North Sterling , Sugar Creek,
MO 64054, 2-5 p.m. (816) 254-4309 (See back cover.)

2006 SVU World Congress, 25 June - 2 July 2006

The Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences (SVU)
and the University of South Bohemia (USB) in conjunc-
tion with the Statutory City of Ceske Budejovice and the
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic holds their
annual congress. The event will be held at the University
of South Bohemia, Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic.

Embellished Textiles Exhibit – Apr 8 to Oct 1
The National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa is proud to present embroidering
and embellishing of everyday textiles used in the home
and elaborate ceremonial textiles that have long been
women’s arts in the Czech and Slovak lands. "This exhi-
bition features many never-before-seen items from our
extensive collection - including more than 100 examples
of lushly adorned linens, ritual cloths, and clothing.,"
says Gail Naughton, president/CEO. The National
Museum of the Czech Republic’s. collection is renowned
as the largest and most comprehensive in the world.
National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library, 30 - 16th
Ave. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404. 319-362-8500 or
www.NCSML.org.

Sugar Creek Slavic Festival  – June 9-10
The 20th annual Slavic festival will be held June 10 and
11 in Sugar Creek, MO. The Czech and Slovak Club will
have a booth at the festival. The club is asking for volun-
teers to support the event by helping at the booth. Each
shift is just 2 hours, June 9: 6-8 or 8-10 and June 10: 3-5,
5-7, 7-9 and 9-11. To volunteer or for more information
about the festival, contact Terry Smitka at 816.480.4227
or visit the web site at www.slavicfest.com.

Nebraska Czech Festival – Aug 4-6, Wilber, NE
44th annual Nebraska Czech Festival featuring parades,
Czech heritage demonstrations, the Miss Czech-Slovak
USA Pageant and polka music and dancing. For more
information, call 1.888.4.WILBER or visit the web site
at www.ci.wilber.ne.us/festival_events.htm.

27th Anniversary Ethnic Enrichment Festival – 
August 18-20, Swope Park, Kansas City, MO
Sponsored by Kansas City's Ethnic Enrichment
Commission. Contact Jirina LaVine for more informa-
tion at 816.753.2540.

St. Mikulas Celebration – December 2
Hosted by the Czech and Slovak Club of Kansas City.
Share Czech and Slovak traditions and heritage with
your children. Location TBD.

L O O K I N G  A H E A D

St. Mikulas 2005
Our annual St. Mikulas celebration was held on
December 4th, 2005, at the Southminster Presbyterian
Church in Prairie Village, KS. Approximately 85 mem-
bers and guests were entertained by the Barbara Vesely
Kelly bell choir, Tony Kuglar on the accordion, and of
course, St. Mikulas. Chuck Smrt again handled the St.
Mikulas duties, his daughter Claire played herself as the
angel, and Aaron Smitka played himself as the devil.
Apparently all the children in attendance were good this
year because every child received a present from St.
Mikulas. Thanks to all the volunteers who contributed
to making this event a good time for all.

St. Mikulas visited

our club in 2005,

giving gifts to all the

good children. Will he

return in 2006? Will

there be any good

children to receive

gifts? 


