
March | 2016

A social and cultural club for those

 who  appreciate Czech and

 Slovak culture and traditions

csclubkc.wordpress.com

1

Please mark the date for our club’s 
annual meeting on Sunday, April 3, 
2016.  The meeting will take place 
beginning at 2 PM at the Sylvester 
Powell Community Center in Mission, 
Kansas.   It will be potluck, and 
we ask that members and guests 
bring food based on the guidelines 
mentioned to the left.  

The business part of our meeting will 
include the current financial status 
of the club, upcoming programs, and 
the election of officers.  You can mail 
your ballot to the address on the 
newsletter or bring it to the meeting. 

Our program this year should be 
valuable to anyone interested in 
researching their family history.  
Member Iveta Blahut is a genealogy 
specialist with the Midwest 
Genealogy Center in Independence, 

MO.  She will make a presentation 
that should be of great help to 
both beginners and accomplished 
researchers on uncovering details 
about your ancestors and family 
history.  The Midwest Genealogy 
Center has many sources of 
information available, and Iveta 
will be happy to introduce you to 
those sources that would be of most 
interest to those of us with a Czech 
or Slovak background.  Her program 
will be about 20-30 minutes, with 
some time allotted for individual 
assistance afterwards. 

For the children, there will also be a 
table for egg decorating. 

Please RSVP to Terry Smitka if you 
are planning to attend the meeting. 
Terry can be contacted at tsmitka@
rwbaird.com or 816-480-4227.

Sunday, April  3, 2016  2-4:30 p.m.   

2:00 Social 
2:15 Meal 
3:00 Meeting 
3:15 – Presentation on Czech and  
 Slovak Genealogy
4:15 p.m. Cleanup

Sylvester Powell Community Center

6200 Martway St
Mission, KS 66202

Potluck:
A-F   salad/vegetable
G-L   appetizer/dessert
M-Z   meat/main course 

The club will provide soft drinks,  
plates, and other utensils.

Annual Club Meeting - Come Join the Fun Sunday, April 3

President ................................................................ Stan Salva
Immediate past President .............................. Terry Smitka
1st Vice President (Membership) ............ Patti Henderson
2nd Vice President (Social/Programs) ............. Hana Buric
3rd Vice President (EEC Commissioner) ..........Nina Hajda
3rd Vice President (EEC Commissioner) .......... Mike Kalny
Recording Secretary ....................................... Sharon Short

Assistant Secretary ...........................................Ross Marine
Treasurer ...................................................... Jana Magnuson
Historian ....................................................... Carol Jacobson 
Board Emeritus ......................................................Joyce Cox
Board Emeritus ................................................. Linda Vlasak
Board Emeritus ..................................................Gene Simon

 ❐ Check box for entire above slate, or enter write-ins for specific office exceptions: 

                               

Your signature and date            

Officer Candidates for 2016
Please bring your ballots to the annual meeting or mail them to club treasurer Robert Bee, 5109 N. Jefferson St., Gladstone, MO 
64118.  Contact Terry Smitka at 816-480-4227 if you have any questions.  Ballots must be mailed by March 25, 2016.
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Miss Czech Slovak Missouri 2015 

Currently Preparing to Compete for 
Miss Czech Slovak US 2016

The Miss Czech Slovak Missouri 
pageant has presented me with 
the amazing opportunity to be an 
ambassador of my heritage. It has also 
presented me with the opportunity 
to connect more with my family, 
specifically my grandfather. Some 
of my most memorable moments 

have been in my grandparents’ kitchen learning different 
lessons about my family through my grandfather. I have also 
experienced personal growth through connecting with my 
roots and learning more about where my family came from. The 
opportunity for any young lady to learn about the history of 
her family and the country her family is from is something that 
cannot be passed up. It is fun, fulfilling, and helps you discover 
the person inside of you. 

Miss Czech Slovak Missouri 2014 

1st Runner-Up, Miss Czech Slovak US 
2015

I have learned so much about my 
heritage from preparing for both the 
state and the National Miss Czech-
Slovak Pageants.  It was exciting to 
compete in the National Pageant 
with so many young women from 
across the country.  I will remember 
that weekend for the rest of my 
life.  While each young woman who 

competes in the state and national pageants is beautiful, I want 
to emphasize to you that this is not a beauty pageant. The 
Pageants are a competition among young women with Czech 
or Slovak lineage who have researched and embraced their 
ancestry and wish to express pride in their heritage. 

Competing in the Kansas or Missouri State Pageant will 
be an activity that the entire family can help with as the 
young woman in your family prepares for the four levels of 
competition.  I would be most happy to speak with any young 
woman who is considering entering your state’s Miss Czech 
Slovak Pageant.

Miss Czech Slovak Missouri 2013

Miss Czech Slovak US 2014 

Being a part of the Miss Czech-Slovak 
US pageant system has been my first 
pageant experience. Though I have 
been asked to compete in other 
pageants, namely beauty pageants, 
I chose the Miss Czech-Slovak US 
pageant as it is a heritage rather 
than beauty pageant.  To me, it is 

important that we as a society focus 
on ideas that are deeper than the 
surface of the skin.

We as women must empower ourselves by being action 
oriented and projecting an autonomous voice. We cannot 
simply state our wishes and hopes without following through 
with action. Pageants are a great opportunity to pursue a 
cause or dream of our choice. I’m not sure that I will do more 
pageants. However, I will always be a leader. I hope to continue 
what I am doing but on a much larger scale. 

Miss Czech Slovak Kansas 2011

Miss Czech Slovak US 2012

My mantra throughout preparation 
for the state and national pageants 
became ‘to love where you are 
going, you have to love where you 
come from.’  I encourage every 
eligible young woman to compete 
in this pageant to grow closer to her 
heritage and enrich her educational 

and career goals through scholarship 
and networking opportunities—all rooted in our colorful Czech 
and Slovak heritage. 

Anna O’Renick

Gaby Salva

Morgan McMichen

Jennifer Salva

Pageant Royalty from Czech Slovak Club of Kansas City

Pageant Guidelines
Contestants must be unwed females between the ages of 16-
26 and of Czech, Slovak, or Silesian descent. Contestants must 
compete in all four competition categories. Contestants must 
be present for all three days of competition and comply with 
the official rules and regulations. 

Miss Czech-Slovak Missouri Pageant – June 11, 2016 – Sugar 
Creek, MO. www.missczechslovakmo.org 

Contact Gary Salva at 913-940-4267 or by email at:  
missczechslovakmo@gmail.com 

Miss Czech-Slovak Kansas Pageant – July 28-30, 2016 – Wilson, 
KS. www.wilsonczechfest.com 

Contact Lynn Kasper at 785-658-2276 or by email at:  
ksczechqueenpageant@gmail.com
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St. Mikulás 2016 
Our club held its traditional St. Mikulas event on Sunday, 
December 6, 2015, at the Sylvester Powell Community 
Center in Mission, KS.  This year’s event was attended by 
approximately 100 members and guests, including 36 
children.  

Klara Moldova from the Masaryk Czech in Chicago was able 
to attend thanks to the connection our honorary consul, 
Sharon Valášek, has with the embassy.  Klara did a PowerPoint 
presentation emphasizing the importance of a Czech 
language school for those families with a Czech or Slovak 
parent.  She also brought a number of books that were of 
interest to our group. Our queens also performed.
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Treasurer’s Report 2016
Robert Bee, Treasurer

The closing 2015 balance for the Czech and Slovak Club was 
$12,325.66 which was $926 more than the January 2015 
beginning balance.  We received 32.5% of our income from 
dues, 35% from the Ethnic Festival, 19% from the Slavic Fest 
and 11.5% from grants and donations.  The major expenses 
were the Svatý Mikulaš party, the Filip Pogády violin concert 
and ambassadors visit and the purchase of items to sell at our 
festivals.  Many thanks to all who have labored so diligently for 
our club this year.

Please also remember that our club holds a membership in 
the National Czech and Slovak Museum in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  
This membership gives us a number of free  passes to the 
museum which are available on a first come, first served basis 
for those who are current on their club dues.  Send requests to 
the club president.

Jiřina LaVine Memorial  
Scholarship

Ah, (almost) Spring!...when the hearts 
of high school and college students 
turn to thoughts of…FAFSAs! GPAs! 
Deadlines! Application forms! Letters of 
recommendation! And scholarships!

And speaking of scholarships, we are 
pleased to announce updated criteria for 
the Jiřina LaVine Memorial Scholarship, 
offered annually to children, step-
children and grandchildren of members 

of the Czech-Slovak Club of Kansas City:

•	 Two scholarships will be available—a $250 award to a 
high school sophomore or junior and a $500 award to a 
graduating high school senior or currently-enrolled post-
secondary student.

•	 The $250 scholarship will be deposited into a 529 
educational savings plan on behalf of the selected high 
school sophomore or junior.

•	 The post-secondary scholarship can be applied to 
any accredited two- or four-year college, university, or 
vocational school in which the recipient is enrolled full-
time.

•	 The award will be based on appreciation of the student’s 
Czech/Slovak cultural heritage, as revealed in an essay, 
and academic promise, as demonstrated by the student’s 
GPA and school and community involvement.

For complete scholarship guidelines, instructions, and an 
application form, please go to the club website (https://
csclubkc.wordpress.com/)and click on the “Scholarships” tab at 
the top of the page.  The deadline for this year’s applications is 
July 1, 2016.

Czech & Slovak Ambassadors 
Visit Kansas City
In September 2015, we were honored 
here in Kansas City with a visit by 
the Czech and Slovak ambassadors 
to the US. It was the first time that 
both ambassadors were in our city 
at the same time. Initially, the visit 
was centered around a concert  by 
internationally-known violinist Filip 
Pogády. We became aware of Pogády’s 
talent from Gail Naughton, President 
and CEO of the National Czech and 
Slovak Museum and Library in Cedar 
Rapids, IA.  Sharon Valasek and Ross 
Marine, Honorary Consuls of the Czech and Slovak Republics, 
respectively, and Terry Smitka, president of the Czech and Slovak 
Club, then worked collaboratively with Gail and her capable 
museum staff to schedule the concert in KC. The consuls and 
the Czech and Slovak Club board continued their planning 
efforts by expanding the ambassadors visit to a full two-day 
agenda to include programs and meetings focused on history, 
trade, technology and sport. Highlights of the visit by H.E. Petr 
Gandalovič, Ambassador of the Czech Republic to the U.S.; and 
H.E. Peter Kmec, Ambassador of the Slovak Republic included:

•	 A private tour of the National WWI Museum and Memorial,

•	 A breakfast meeting and wreath laying ceremony at the 
Harry S Truman Library and Museum,

•	 A meeting with Mayor Sly James and the city council of 
Kansas City, Mo,

•	 A meeting with Black & Veatch (BV) professionals to discuss 
international pursuits

•	 A showcase of select, local technology companies hosted 
by entrepreneur Benny Lee, President of Duracomm 
Corporation,

•	 A tour of Sporting Park,

•	 A reception at the home of Benny & Edith Lee, and

•	 A violin performance at Unity Temple by renowned, Slovak-
born violinist, Filip Pogády.

Many, many thanks to those Czech and Slovak Club members 
who generously volunteered their time and talents to make the 
visit a success. We greatly appreciate the numerous hours of 
effort went into the planning and execution of the successful 
visit by our ambassadors. Special thanks to our Kansas and 
Missouri Czech and Slovak Queen royalty: Gaby Salva, Morgan 
McMichen and Christy Dowling for their support during those 
two days.

 Ross, Terry and Sharon
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Newsletter credits: Content by Terry Smitka, Ross Marine, Jana Magnuson, Carol Jacobson, Sharon Valášek. Editing and desktop layout by Gary Löfström (www.lofstromandcompany.com)
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Mark your calendars for the Kansas International Film Fes-
tival November 4-10, 2016. The Slovak- produced film “The 
Candidate” has been submitted to the festival review commit-
tee for consideration for the 2016 KIFF. See YouTube web-
site for an overview of the film (http://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=6VKAzDFGS7g).

About 150 people (club members and the public) viewed “The 
Final Mission,” a documentary film produced and directed by 
Dusan Hudec, on Wednesday, November 11, 2015--Veterans 
Day--as part of the Kansas International Film Festival held at 
the Glenwood Theaters, Ranchmart, Overland Park, Kansas. The 
film focused on the rescue of U.S. Army Air pilots and crews, 
who were shot down over Slovakia by German military forces, 
and reveals unknown stories of courage and heroism of ordi-

nary people that evoke respect and honor. Slovaks provided 
aid and comfort to the American airmen with altruism and 
love, risking their lives in doing so. They didn’t do it to gain any 
advantages but a mutual desire for freedom and resistance to 
Nazi Fascist terror. 

There was a special meaning to the film due to the fact that in 
the audience that evening were 32 relatives of an area family 
whose husband/father/grandfather Charles Self of Sugar Creek, 
Missouri, was a crew member of the 15th U.S. Air Force. His 
plane was shot down over Slovakia in 1944, and he was saved 
by the Slovaks. Mr. Self’s wife and family were very appreciative 
that the film had been produced and that they were able to see 
it and know more about Mr. Self’s time in Slovakia during WWII.

Slovak Film Submitted for Entry to Kansas Int’l Film Festival

2016 Diplomatic Ball
The Czech/Slovak Commissioners for the Ethnic Enrichment 
Commission are proud to announce that the Czech/Slovak 
Republics will be co-hosting the 2016 Diplomatic Ball along 
with France, Germany, Greece and Spain.  The last time our 
club hosted the Ball was in 2007. An ethnic food from each 
country will be featured on the menu and each country 
will provide cultural entertainment peculiar to its unique 
European heritage.  A ten-piece band - Platinum Express 
- will provide ballroom dancing.  Please consider joining 
your fellow club members for an evening of great food and 
entertainment. For more information and to purchase tickets, 
please contact:  Jana Magnuson - 816-519-1437 or Mike Kalny 
- 913-962-2145 by March 12.
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Calendar of Events 2016
Major events for rest of 2016 are listed below. Dates and times are subject to change. Please check our website (http://csclubkc.
wordpress.com) for latest information. 

Date Event Location Time

March 19, 2016  Diplomatic Ball Kansas City Downtown 
Marriott, Count Basie 
Ballroom, 200 W 12th Street

6:00 PM

April 3, 2016 Annual Meeting Sylvester Powell Community 
Center, 200 Martway Street, 
Mission, Kansas 66202

2:00 - 4:30 PM

June 10-11, 2016 Sugar Creek Slavic Festival, 
Missouri Queen Contest

Onka Hall, 11520 Putnam St, 
Sugar Creek, MO 64054

See www.slavicfest.com/, 
www.missczechslovakmo.org

July 28-30, 2016 Kansas Czech Festival, Kansas 
Queen Contest

Wilson, KS Visit: www.wilsonkansas.com

August 5-7, 2016 National Czech-Slovak Festival Wilber, Nebraska See nebraskaczechsofwilber.
com

August 19-21, 2016 Kansas City Ethnic Festival Swope Park, Kansas City, MO See eeckc.net

September 2016 Club Picnic Parkville, MO TBD

December 4, 2016 St. Mikulas Celebration TBD TBD

Commemoration of Czechs, Slovaks and Croatians Participation 
in WWI - In Collaboration with the National WWI Museum
During 2014-2019 a number of events, programs, and 
memorials will commemorate the Great War of 1914-1919 
worldwide. The National World War I Museum and Memorial 

has been and 
will continue to 
host a number 
of events, 
activities and 
exhibits during 
this five-year 
centennial 
anniversary. 

The 
assassination 
of Archduke 
Ferdinand, heir 
to the throne 
of the Austria-
Hungary Empire, 
on June 28, 1914 
set the stage for 
the beginning 
of WWI and 
the ultimate 

dissolution of the Empire and creation of Nation States in 
Eastern and Central Europe. Czechoslovakia (1918) and Croatia 
(1934) were two of the new Nation States that were created. 

With the above in mind, Sharon Valášek, Honorary Consul of 
the Czech Republic, Ross Marine, Honorary Consul of the Slovak 
Republic, and Dr. Judith Vogelsang, Honorary Consul of the 
Republic of Croatia, the Czech & Slovak Club, in partnership 
with Dr. William Everett, Curators’ Professor of Musicology - 
University Of Missouri – Kansas City, Conservatory of Music 
and Dance, have been in discussions with the National 
WWI Museum to plan a major event to commemorate the 
participation of Czechs, Slovaks and Croatians in WWI. 

Consequently, based on the discussions to date, a major 
concert will be performed at the museum on Thursday, 
September 13, 2018. Additionally, it is anticipated that a 
major exhibit or event will be planned around the concert 
to highlight the military and historical significance and 
importance of the Czech, Slovak and Croatian involvement and 
participation in WWI. More details about both of these events 
will be provided in the future. 

It may seem like a long way off but mark your calendars now for 
this important celebration and commemoration!
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Slovak Honorary Consul in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and his 
Slovak-born wife Albina have assembled a deluxe tour of 
Slovakia from August 28 through September 10, 2016, which 
includes history-rich cities of Bratislava, Sastin, Skalica, Trencin, 
Bojnice, Rajecke Teplice, Cicmany, High Tatras, Zdiar, Stara 

Lubovna, Kosice, Bardejov and Presov. As you travel through 
the various regions of Slovakia, arrangements can be made 
for you to visit relatives or family towns and villages for an 
additional cost. These are just some highlights of the tour. 

What makes this tour unique is that it includes a tour of 
Dobsinka ice cave, a tour of two castles, a mock wedding, 
two wine tastings, rafting between Slovakia and Poland, spa 
treatments and a welcome reception of presov. 

At no extra cost, Joe and Albina have included a tour of Vienna 
and Poland. While in Poland, you will visit the famous shrine 
of Czestochowa, Zakopane and Krakow, including tours of 
Auschwitz and the Wieliczka salt mine. 

The tour includes airfare from Pittsburgh or Newark, two 
delicious meals daily, four-star hotels, air-conditioned bus, a 
professional guide and more. At $3,899, this is the lowest price 
of any deluxe tour to Slovakia. For a detailed daily itinerary, 
contact Joe Senko at jtsenko@aol.com or (412) 956-6000.

Twelfth Consular Tour of  Slovakia

There are a number of Czech language courses for :

1. Czechs living abroad and their descendants offered free of 
charge, and 

2. Anyone interested in Summer Schools of Slavonic Studies.

Date: July 22 to August 19, 2016

Where: Dobruška Czech Republic

Description: 

A four-week summer Czech 
language course (July/
August) is intended for Czech 
compatriots over 18 years of 
age who live abroad and would 
like to learn their predecessors’ 
language or improve their 
existing Czech language skills. 

The course familiarizes 
participants with Czech culture 
and the Czech Republic. 
Experienced teachers lead 
groups in instruction according 
to their ability level. A generous 

extracurricular program (forums, excursions, lectures, weekend 
day trips, etc.) is prepared for course participants. 

Tuition, board, and lodging are provided to select participants 
free of charge. These participants also receive a financial 
contribution towards travel to and from the Czech Republic. 
Health care costs are covered for participants within the scope 
described in Act No. 326/1999 Coll., on Residence of Foreigners 

in the Czech Republic and on Amendment of Some Other Acts, 
as amended. Upon completing the course, participants receive 
a graduation certificate.

Application Forms: 

Application forms may be submitted only via the Embassy of 
the Czech Republic or Czech Consulate and must be submitted 
by March 15, 2016. To apply: A) fill out an electronic application; 
B) print out the application and send it to the Embassy or 
Czech Consulate. The original application must be received by 
the Embassy or Consulate at least two working days after the 
application deadline.

Deadline: March 15, 2016

Online Application Form: www.databaze-krajane.cz

Czech Language Studies in Czech Republic: 2016

Condolences

We’d like to offer condolences 
to the family of Thomas Robert 
Korchak. Tom was a long-time 
member of the club and passed 
Feb 6, 2016 at the age of 95.


