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Our Friend Jiřina Marie LaVine 
has Gone Home
And we’re going to miss her

Goin’ home, goin’ home, I’m a goin’ home;
Quiet-like, some still day, I’m jes’ goin’ home.

It’s not far, jes’ close by,
Through an open door;
Work all done, care laid by,
Goin’ to fear no more.

Mother’s there ‘spectin’ me,
Father’s waitin’ too;
Lots o’ folks gather’d there,
All the friends I knew,
All the friends I knew.
Home, I’m goin’ home!

“Goin’ Home,” is based on the Czech composer Antonin Dvořák’s 
famous “Largo” theme from his Symphony No. 9 (From the New 
World), Op. 95.

Jiřina LaVine was born Jiřina Marie Zizkovská on March 
8, 1924 in Stankov, Czechoslovakia to Antonin and 
Marie Žižkovský.  She was the youngest of 6 children; 

4 brothers and 1 sister.  As a young girl she worked in her 
families businesses and participated in SOKOL, which is the 
Czechoslovakian National Athletic Organization.  Participating 
in these activities helped to develop her mind, body and drive 
during her early life.

Jiřina survived the upheaval of World War II in Nazi-occupied 
Czechoslovakia, witnessing the horrors and devastation of 
war firsthand.  Here she developed her resiliency and tenacity, 
which would serve her well throughout her life.  After the war, 
Plzen, Czechoslovakia was liberated by the U.S. Army and she 
was befriended by a U.S. Soldier.  They corresponded with each 
other after he returned to the U.S. at the end of the occupation. 
With the new political climate changing and the Communist 
Party taking control, she was invited to go to America by the 
family of the U.S. Soldier.  She left her homeland with the 
blessing of her family and landed at Ellis Island on July 5, 1949, 
with $10 and a dream.  

Jiřina traveled to the Midwest, where she had contacts with 
different Czech families.  After spending time with these 

families, she moved to 
Kansas City.  There she 
met Mr. LaVine, whom she 
married and had a son 
(Paul).  Some time later they 
divorced and Jiřina was a 
single mother.

She began working at 
Standard Oil in 1953.  She 
worked as a clerk in the 
district office in Kansas City. 
After 30 years of service to 
Standard Oil, she retired in 
1983.  After retirement, she went into business for herself by 
building a duplex and becoming the landlord for the property.  
Jiřina was very thrifty and managed her business very well.  
Jiřina managed to work, keep her family fed and clothed, and 
raised her son with the strong work ethic that was ingrained in 
her from her youth.  

As a young girl she learned to snow ski and brought her 
passion for this recreation with her and became an active 
member of the Kansas City Ski Club.  She quickly learned that 
if you organized and ran a trip your work paid for the trip. She 
managed to work it where she could take Paul on the trips. 

Jiřina was a devout Catholic her entire life.  Mom had a strong 
belief in God and this helped form the values and ethics of the 
family.  Her grandson called her “Babi,” which is short for the 
Czech word “Babicka,”or grandmother. She loved the time she 
spent with her family and she was very proud of everyone. 

Her passion for her homeland was very strong and she 
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dedicated much of her time to different Czech & Slovak 
organizations and events over the years.  She represented the 
Czech & Slovak Club as a Commissioner to the Mayor’s Ethnic 
Enrichment Commission from 1986-2010, serve as treasurer, 
and as chairperson for the Diplomatic Balls of 1995 and 2007. 
She was voted to be an Honorary Commissioner in 2010. Her 
dedication to Czech cultural awareness in the KC area brought 
national recognition to herself when in 2006, she was honored 
with an award of the Czernin Palace Memorial Medal given to 
her by the Czech Republic for fostering Czech and US relations. 

Jiřina also spent her retirement traveling around the world and 
enjoyed many different trips with her friends and family. Many 
here have been touched by her tireless enthusiasm. 

Everything she endured in life made her the fiercely 
independent woman that we all knew and loved. As time took 
its toll in recent years, Jiřina struggled with daily life. When 
heart problems arose Jiřina came to the conclusion that she 
wouldn’t fight it, that she had lived almost 91 years and that 
was a good long time.  In the last few weeks of her life she was 
surrounded by friends and family. She was ready to be with 
God. She was “goin’ home.”  While we miss her, we cherish our 
time with her and so many fond memories. 

Memories of Jiřina
“I was introduced to Jiřina by a Slovak couple about 25 years ago. 
We became friends but our relationship developed more into a 
mother - daughter bond. She even met my mother in the Czech 
Republic, and she always called Jiřina my “American mama.” 

I will always admire Jiřina for her independence, strong feelings 
for her family,and willingness to spread her knowledge about the 
Czech culture and history. She was a fan of the show “Dancing 
with the Stars,” and we spent many evenings together watching 
it. I will miss all our times together. I love you Jiřina. Your adopted 
daughter, Hana Buric.”

Hana Buric

“We first met Jiřina in 1982, before the Czech-Slovak Club had been 
formed. We became good friends right away. We would socialize 
often  and Jiřina would come to our home and vineyard to help us 
pick grapes at harvest time.” 

Tony and Kveta Kugler

Jiřina LaVine Memorial  
Scholarship
by Carol Jacobson

By a unanimous vote of the Board of the Czech and Slovak Club 
of Greater Kansas City, our annual $500 scholarship has been 
renamed the Jiřina LaVine Memorial Scholarship, as a tribute 
to our recently departed friend and long-time, foundational 
member, Jiřina LaVine.

Jiřina was an exemplar of accomplishment, fortitude, and 
determination to contribute to her community, qualities 
which the Czech and Slovak Club would certainly hope to 
see emulated in our scholarship recipients, as well as her 
dedication to preserving the Czech and Slovak heritage for 
future generations.

The Jiřina LaVine Memorial Scholarship is a $500 award offered 
to children, step-children, or grandchildren of active members 
of the Club.  High school seniors or full-time undergraduate 
students at accredited colleges who are interested in applying 
for the scholarship may find complete eligibility requirements 
at https://csclubkc.wordpress.com/scholarships/czech-and-
slovak-club-scholarship-criteria/.  

The deadline for applications is July 1, the money to be paid 
to the winning student’s school of choice by August 1.  An 
application form is available at https://csclubkc.files.wordpress.
com/2009/03/csscholarshipword.doc.

Any club member with a college or college-bound student in 
the family is strongly encouraged to bring this scholarship to 
his or her attention.  What an honor it would be to receive the 
first club scholarship that bears Jiřina’s name!
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Morgan McMichen Update
Miss Czech-Slovak US 2014-15

Dear members,

The first half of my reign 
has been very exciting 
to say the least. In 
November, I was able to 
travel to the St. Louis Fall 
festival in my home state 
of Missouri. There I was 
warmly welcomed as the 
first Missouri National 
Queen and was able to 
address our youth to 
become more involved 
in Czech and Slovak 
activities and heritage 
preservation. I also talked 
to a couple of ladies 
about participating in the 

Missouri pageant either this year or in the near future. 

Some of my other activities are as follows:

•	 Washington D.C.  -  I was invited to attend the 25th 
Anniversary of the Velvet Revolution at the National 
Cathedral, which included a performance by the 
Czech Philharmonic Orchestra.  The presentation was 
breathtaking. With speakers such as the Prime Minister of 
the Czech Republic and Madeleine Albright, one can only 
imagine the prestige and honor that this event carried.  
During my stay, the Czech Embassy was closed.  However, 
I was able to visit the Slovak Embassy. I met with the entire 
Embassy staff for a conference and reception in my honor.

•	 New York - I visited the 1896 Sokol building, where 
I toured and met with Czech and Slovak community 
leaders in New York. They honored me with a reception 
and I was able to speak to some young women regarding 
the pageant!  The Consul General of the Czech Republic 
actually invited me to have some beers with him in the 
Bohemian National Hall.  After a tour of the building, we 
found out that the Hospoda was being renovated so we 
postponed the beer until my next visit. 

•	 Tucson - Two weeks ago I was able to make a Skype 
appearance at the annual Pig Roast hosted by the 
Czech Slovak American Club of Tucson. This was a very 
important meeting for me because this group has been 
reduced to one meeting a year.  I wanted to do my part 
in giving them ideas and hope in order to revitalize their 
organization along with their youth involvement. 

•	 Bohemian Benevolent and Literary Society - Mr. Joseph 
Baláž, President of the BBLA, will sponsor a trip for me to 
return to NY at the end of March for their annual Beseda 

Ball.  During my visit I will be able to tour the UN, have 
a conference with the Slovak American Cultural Center 
(SACC), and attend mass at the Slovak church, St. John 
Nepomucene. I plan to have a small conference with the 
church youth after mass.

This upcoming spring, I have hopes to visit cities in Colorado, 
California, and a few other states where there are Czech and 
Slovak communities.  I would also like to visit some state 
pageants and festivals. My goal first and foremost is to excite 
and encourage the youth to become more involved in all 
things Czech and Slovak. I am thankful every day for the title 
I carry and work hard not to take it for granted. I can’t wait to 
continue connecting with others, both young and old, who 
share our Czech and Slovak culture. 

Šťastný nový rok and see you all this spring!!

Morgan McMichen
Miss Czech-Slovak US 2014-2015

 “Co je české, to je krásný”

Czech & Slovak Communities 
of Kansas & Missouri Getting 
National Attention

The sister states of Kansas & Missouri are showing off on a 
national level, and drawing a lot of attention. For the last 4 
years, a young woman from either Kansas or Missouri has 
become the national queen.  States from throughout the 
country have to be wondering what is going on? What a great 
testimony to the pride that the Czech and Slovak descendents 
in both states have for their heritage.  The many Czech and 
Slovak clubs and organizations in both states should be 
especially proud of their contributions in encouraging this 
pride to continue from generation to generation.
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Our national queens

•	 2011 Christy Dowling (Miss Kansas) 

•	 2012 Jennifer Salva (Miss Kansas) & Missouri born

•	 2013 Anna Hand (Miss Kansas)

•	 2014 Morgan McMichen (Miss Missouri)

Additional information for Kansas and Missouri pageants can 
be obtained here: 

•	 Missouri board of directors at: missczechslovakmo@gmail.
com

•	 Kansas (Pageant Director) Lynn Kasper at: 
Ksczechqueenpageant@gmail.com

Take Pride in Your Heritage: 
Support the Kansas and Missouri Miss 
Czech/Slovak Pageants! 
This is an invitation to all of the young women in Kansas and 
Missouri, of Czech and Slovak descent, to participate in a very 
rewarding experience and an exciting weekend.

Each young woman who participates in the state’s Miss Czech-
Slovak Pageant will receive a greater appreciation for her 
family’s ancestry and unique heritage.  The participating young 
women will meet individuals from throughout her state and 
beyond who proudly share this strong connection.  In reality, 
this is an opportunity for the entire family.

Each State Pageant is a collaborative effort between 
organizations and sponsors throughout the area. The Pageants 
are two of nine state pageants that are held across the country 
that are affiliated with the National Miss Czech-Slovak United 
States Pageant.  The National Pageant is held each year in 
Wilber, Nebraska on the first weekend of August. The 2015 
Kansas and Missouri Pageant Queen will represent their State 
at the National Pageant in August of 2016 and will compete for 
over $10,000 in prizes which includes an all expense paid trip to 
the Czech and Slovak Republics.

While each young woman who competes in a Miss Czech-
Slovak pageant is beautiful, the organizers want to emphasize 
that this is not a beauty pageant. The pageants will be a 
competition between young women with Czech or Slovak 
lineage who have researched and embraced their ancestry and 
wish to express pride in their heritage.  

The directors of each state Pageant promises that each 
contestant and her entire family will enjoy the pageant 
experience.

The Kansas and Missouri State pageants could not be held 
without the generous support of volunteers, sponsors and 
contributors throughout each state.  Please take pride in your 
heritage by supporting your state pageant.

Ethnic Enrichment Corner 
The Ethnic Enrichment Commission’s objectives are:

•	 Coordinate and facilitate ethnic programs (appearances at 
schools, festivals, civic groups, business venues and trade 
organizations)

•	 Encourage ethnic identity (promote the preservation of 
ethnic culture, language, customs

•	 Foods, music and folk dance)

•	 Preserve ethnic heritage (share information on the city’s 
diverse ethnical heritage)

Our club has two commissioners who represent it at different 
functions and coordinate our booths at the Slavicfest and the 
Ethnic Enrichment festival each year.  Here are few functions 
coming up this year and we hope to see you there.

•	 Diplomatic Ball – March 21st – tickets were offered through 
e-mail and we will have a table of 10 – see article about 
next year’s exciting news 

•	 Flower Lawn & Garden Show – March 20-22 – Bartle Hall 

•	 Olathe North High School – March 3rd 6:00 – 8:00 PM – 
Cultural box

•	 Northland Festival – March 28th 11:00 – 3:30 at Park Hill 
South High School – Mike Kalny will be playing the fujara 
at 11:30
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•	 Memorial Day celebration – May 25th - Liberty Memorial 

•	 Slavicfest – June 5-6  –  Sugar Creek - we will need 
volunteers to help with the booth!

•	 Dragon boat races – June 13th

•	 ECC Festival – August 21-23 – Swope Park – we will need 
volunteers to help with the booth and/or beer garden! 

•	 American Royal Parade – September 26th

•	 Veteran’s Day celebration – November 11th – Liberty 
Memorial

For more information about ECC visit www.eeckc.net or if you’d 
like to help out at any of the events to promote our culture 
e-mail Mike Kalny (mikekalny@aol.com) or Jana Magnuson 
(magnusonj@hotmail.com).

Communications Officer
Our club is slowly adopting the Internet and Facebook as a 
way to distribute timely information about the club and club 
activities.  One of our members, Matej Blahut, has agreed to be 
the organizer of these pages.  

If you have news that you think might be of interest to club 
members, please send that information to Matej at matej@kc.rr.
com and he will determine whether it is more appropriate for 
the website, Facebook page, or both.  The club will continue 
to periodically send information about upcoming club events 
directly to members as always.

2016 Mayor’s Ethnic    
Enrichment Commission Ball
Mark your calenders now for the 2016 Mayor’s Ethnic 
Enrichment Commission Ball to be held on Saturday, March 19, 
2016 at the Marriott Hotel in downtown Kansas City, Missouri.  
The Czech & Slovak Club will be hosting the 2016 event along 
with Germany, Spain, France, and Greece.  

Under the theme “European  Odyssey,” each country will 
highlight aspects of their cultural heritage in song, dance and 
food. More information will follow in the coming months. 

Do You Buy From Amazon?
Amazon Smile allows non-profit organizations like the Czech 
and Slovak Club to benefit whenever members make ordinary 
purchases through their website.  Their program will donate 
to the club $0.05 on every dollar you spend on items you were 
going to purchase anyway and it doesn’t cost you a thing!  
Please consider helping our club by clicking on http://smile.
amazon.com  and selecting the Czech and Slovak Club of 
Greater KC as your preferred charity.   

Letter to the Editor of the  
Kansas City STAR
November 18, 2014

Czech Republic, Slovakia:  
Velvet Revolution at 25
Monday November the 17 marked the 25th Anniversary 
of the 1989 Velvet Revolution, which began with student 
demonstrations in the Czechoslovakia regional capital 
of Bratislava. Within two days, on November 20 peaceful 
demonstrations and anti-communism government meetings 
were held throughout the country and in the national capital 
Prague.

 These demonstrations resulted in creation of the “Civic 
Movement,” which was led by Václav Havel – a leading 
playwright, poet and author. This movement ultimately 
brought down the Communist government on November 
27, 1989. On December 29, 1989, Václav Havel was elected 
President of a free and independent Czechoslovakia. 

Czechoslovakia achieved the overthrow of four decades of 
Communist rule through a peaceful transition rather than 
through violent means that we have witnessed in the last 25 
years throughout the world. 

And in 1993 Czechoslovakia was separated into the Czech 
Republic and the Slovak Republic. The separation is commonly 
called the “Velvet divorce,” again through a bloodless, peaceful 
and mutually agreed transition.

Today, both nations are members of NATO, The European 
Union, The Eurozone, The World Bank, and the United Nations, 
and are recognized as major and contributing leaders in Europe 
and the world.

In recognition of Václav Havel’s contributions to world 
peace, on November 19, 2014 under the auspices of the 
Czech and Slovak governments, American Friends of the 
Czech Republic and the Václav Havel Foundation Library, a 
bust of Havel was unveiled and dedicated in the U.S. Capital 
House of Representatives – Hallway of Freedom alongside 
those of Winston Churchill and other freedom fighters, to 
commemorate his many contributions to world peace and the 
cause of freedom. Havel passed away in November 2011 at the 
age of 75. 

 Today the Czech Republic and Slovak Republic continue 
as partners in advancing the cause of peace and freedom 
throughout the world and is well represented in the Midwest 
Region of the USA.

Submitted by:

Sharon K. Valasek, Honorary Consul of the Czech Republic in 
Kansas City

Ross P. Marine, Honorary Consul of the Slovak Republic in 
Kansas City 
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US SOKOL Movement Marks 
its 150th Anniversary
The SOKOL movement will observe the 150th anniversary of its 
establishment in the United States in 2015. The movement was 
founded in 1862 by Dr. Miroslav Tyrs in Prague, which was part 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Its popularity quickly spread 
to what is now the Slovak Republic in 1866. 

The movement had deep nationalistic concepts and moral 
standards. The fundamental principles of the Sokol program, 
which are still adhered to today, are: 

•	 Democracy, 

•	 Progressiveness, 

•	 Patriotism, 

•	 Unselfish, 

•	 Cooperation, and 

•	 A high goal of physical, mental, and moral improvement of 
man. 

Tyrs was led to the Sokol concepts through his studies of old 
Greek gymnastics and their idea of “Sound mind and in a sound 
body.” 

Three years after its founding in 1862, the Sokol movement 
arrived with Czech immigrants who settled in St. Louis Mo. 
On February 14, 1865, these Czech immigrants founded the 
first Sokol organization in the United States. With the arrival of 
Slovak Immigrants in the U.S. in the late 19th century, they also 
wanted to establish a Sokol organization, which was in Chicago 
Illinois in 1892 which is the second oldest Sokol in the United 
States.

Over the last 150 years there have been many national and 
state Czech & Slovak - Sokol organizations, Slet, Wreath lodges 

that have been established at the local and regional areas 
throughout the United States and Canada.

For more information about the Sokol movement in the United 
States, please check out the American Czech Educational 
Center, St. Louis web site: www.acec.stl.org/ and The Chicago 
Illinois Sokol Tabor organization web site: www.sokoltabor.org/
aboutus/. 

Voices of Vision: Wilson,   
Masaryk and the Formation of 
Czechoslovakia
Exhibit – September 2015

The Czech and Slovak Club, along with the Honorary Consuls of 
the Czech and Slovak Republics, will host The National Czech & 
Slovak Museum and Library traveling exhibit “Voices of Vision: 
Wilson, Masaryk and Formation of Czechoslovakia” during the 
month of September 2015. It is tentatively scheduled to be 
displayed at the The National World War I Museum at Liberty 
Memorial.

The nine-panel exhibit highlights the remarkable partnership 
of a Czechoslovakia patriot and a visionary American President 
who set the stage for the first western-style democracy in 
Central Europe. In 1918, following World War I, the nation of 
Czechoslovakia was formed from the war-torn lands of the 
Austria-Hungarian Empire giving Czechs and Slovaks the 
chance to control their own destiny as a free and independent 
nation. While the first Czechoslovak republic was suppressed by 
Adolf Hitler in 1938 after only 20 years, the beliefs of these two 
leaders – President Woodrow Wilson and Tomáš G. Masaryk – 
remain no less compelling nearly a century after World War I.   

Save the Date! Slovak born Filip 
Pogády, Violinist, in Concert
Friday, September 11, 2015 

(time & location to be determined)  

The Czech & Slovak Club, in partnership with the National Czech & Slovak 

Museum and Library, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is hosting the performance of 

Filip Pogády Slovak Concert Violinist and Anna Vasilyeva – Schagun Russian 

Pianist. The concert commemorates the involvement and participation 

of Czechs & Slovaks in WWI 1914-1919, as well the 14th anniversary of 

September 11, 2001.
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St. Mikulas 2014
Our club held its traditional St. Mikulas event on Sunday, 
December 7, 2014, at the Sylvester Powell Community 
Center in Mission, KS.  This year’s event was attended 
by approximately 90 members and guests, including 28 
children.  Traditional Slavic and American Christmas music 
was performed by the Sugar Creek Tamburitzans who were 
outstanding as always.  Setup and decorating was organized 
by Hana Buric with some help from other volunteers.  

The food was delicious with a wide selection prepared by all of 
the members.  The focal point of the celebration, particularly 
for the children, was the arrival of St. Mikulas.  As the children 
were gathered, St. Mikulas, 
the angel (Kristina Parrish), 
and the devil (Lucas Parrish) 
came into the room.  The 
children were each asked 
by St. Mikulas if they 
behaved last year and 
deserved a present.  

Not surprisingly, the 
children were in 100% 
agreement that they had 
been good and should be 
rewarded.  Just to be sure, 

St. Mikulas wanted a little more evidence about their behavior 
so he requested that they perform with a song, trick or other 
skill to show him that they were sincere.  Despite distractions 
from the devil, almost all of the children performed something 
and many performances were some of the best St. Mikulas has 
ever seen!  

After consultations with the angel, the children were then 
rewarded with a gift from St. Mikulas. I think everyone would 
agree that it was a fun time and a great day for celebrating 
this traditional Czech and Slovak holiday.   Thanks to all who 
attended and also those who assisted in both setting up and 
cleaning up afterwards. 
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Date Event Location Time
March 29, 2015 Annual Meeting Lyn Knight Auction Building 

14144 Santa Fe Trail Cr.
Lenexa, KS  66215

2:00 PM

June 5-6, 2015 Sugar Creek Slavic Festival  +
Missouri Queen Contest

Mike Onka Hall 
11520 Putnam St 
Sugar Creek, MO  64054

For information visit:  
www.slavicfest.com

July 23-25, 2015 Kansas Czech Festival +
Kansas Queen Contest

Wilson, KS For information visit: 
www.wilsonkansas.com

July 31-August 2 National Czech-Slovak Festival Wilber, NE For information visit:  www.
nebraskczechsofwilber.com

August 21-23, 2015 Kansas City Ethnic Enrichment 
Festival

Kansas City’s Swope Park For information visit: 
www.eeckc.org

September 26, 2015 Club Picnic English Landing Park 
8701 Clark Avenue, Parkville MO

3:00 PM

September 11, 2015 World War I Commemoration Filip 
Pogady & Anna Vasilyeva-Schagun

National WWI Museum at Liberty Memorial
100 W. 26th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64108

TBD

December 6, 2015 St. Mikulas Celebration TBD TBD

March 19, 2016 Diplomatic Ball Kansas City Downtown Marriott 
Count Basie Ballroom 
200 W 12th Street, Kansas City, MO

6:00 PM

Major events for rest of 2015 are listed below. Dates and times are subject to change. Please check our website 
(http://csclubkc.wordpress.com) for latest information.

Calendar of Events

Newsletter credits: Content by Carol Jacobsen, Ross Marine, Jana Magnuson, Morgan McMichen,Gary Salva, Stan Salva, Terry Smitka, Sharon Valášek. Editing and desktop layuot by Gary 
Löfström (www.lofstromandcompany.com)

Treasurer’s Report 2015
Robert Bee, Treasurer

We ended 2014 with a balance on hand of $11, 398. 86.  The major sources 
of income for the Club are dues, the Slavic Fest at Sugar Creek in June and 
the Ethnic Festival at Swope Park in August.  Major expenses include fees, 
dues, brochures and supplies for the festivals and supplies for the regular 
events (annual meeting, picnic and St. Nicholas party) as well as food and 
supplies for special events.  

Thanks to those who have provided us with an email address, we have 
been able to save on postage and mailing supplies.  This year we have 
joined the National Czech and Slovak Museum in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  This 
membership gives us a number of free  passes to the museum which are 
available on a first come, first served basis for those who are current on 
their club dues.  Send requests to the treasurer at bumble895@kc.rr.com or 
call 816-298-7468.  Please allow a week advanced notice for mail delivery.


