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Annual Club Meeting - Come Join the Fun Sunday, March 10

Sugar Creek Parish Celebrates Patrons’ 
Feast - Sunday, July 7

Calendar of Events

Sunday, March 10, 2012  2-4:30 p.m.   
2:00 social 
2:15 meal 
3:00 meeting 
3:15 – Program featuring Mila  
Saskova-Pierce 
4:15 PM Cleanup

Sylvester Powell Community Center
6200 Martway
Mission, KS  66202

Potluck:
A –J    =     salad/vegetable
K – R  =     dessert/appetizer
S – Z   =     meat/main dish

The club will provide soft drinks,  
plates, and other utensils.

Important Contact 
Information

Major events for rest of 2013 are listed below. Dates and times are subject to change. Please check our website 
(csclubkc.wordpress.com) for latest information.

News from the Czech & Slovak Club
c/o Terry Smitka
1205 Wellington Way
Liberty, MO  64068
Address service requested

A social and cultural club for those

 who  appreciate Czech and

 Slovak culture and traditions

csclubkc.wordpress.com

Newsletter credits: Content by Terry Smitka, Sharon Valášek and Carol Jacobson. Desktop layuot by Gary Löfström

Please mark the date for our club’s 
annual meeting on Sunday, March 10, 
2013.  It will be potluck and we ask 
that members and guests bring food 
based on the guidelines mentioned 
in left inset, “Potluck.”  The club will 
provide the setups and drinks.  

The program this year will be a 
presentation from Mila Saskova-
Pierce, a founder of the club and 
currently a professor of Czech and 
Russian studies at the University of 

Nebraska.  The business part of our 
meeting will include the current 
financial status of the club, upcoming 
programs, and the election of officers.  
You can mail your ballot to the 
address on the newsletter or bring it 
to the meeting. 

Please RSVP to Terry Smitka if you are 
planning to attend the meeting. Terry 
can be contacted at:   
tsmitka@rwbaird.com or   
816-217-9487.

St. Cyril Church, Sugar Creek, Missouri, 
will celebrate the Jubilee of SS. Cyril 
and Methodius, 1,150th Anniversary in 
the Great Moravia on Sunday July 7.

A celebration highlighted by a 
picnic and a polka mass are under 
consideration by the club and Father 
Mathew Bartulica, Pastor of St. Cyril 
Church, on the “Traditional Feast Day 
of St. Cyril,” Sunday July 7, 2013. St. Cyril 
Church is located at 11231 Chicago 
Street, Sugar Creek, MO, (T) 816-252-
1160 website: www.stcyrilparish.com.

The Czech and Slovak Club of Greater 
Kansas City, The Czech Honorary Consul 
to the Midwest Sharon Valášek, and 
the Slovak Honorary Consul to the 
Midwest Ross Marine, will participate 
in the feast day celebrations. So mark 
your calendars for this very special 
event that celebrates our Czech & 
Slovak culture, heritage and spiritual 
inheritance.  More details to be provided 
in the near future.

Date Event Location Time

March 2, 2013 Diplomatic Ball Downtown Marriott 6:00 PM

March 10, 2013 Annual Meeting Sylvester Powell Community 
Center

2:00 PM

April 25-27, 2013 Czech and Slovak History and 
Culture Conference

National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library, Cedar 
Rapids, IA 52404

See www.ncsml.org/

June 7-8, 2013 Sugar Creek Slavic Festival Onka Hall, Sugar Creek, MO See www.slavicfest.com/

July 7, 2013 Celebration of the 1150th 
anniversary of St. Cyril’s arrival 
in the Czech and Slovak lands

St Cyril’s Church-Sugar Creek, 
MO

TBD

August 2-4, 2013 National Czech-Slovak Festival Wilber, Nebraska See website

August 16-18, 2013 Kansas City Ethnic Festival Swope Park, Kansas City See website

September 22, 2013 Club Picnic Parkville, MO TBD

December 8, 2013 St. Mikulas TBD TBD

Brothers and Saints Cyril and Methodius 
are known as the Apostles of the Slavs, 
and were born in Thessalonica, in 827 and 
826, respectively. They are credited with 
devising the Glagolitic alphabet, the first 
alphabet used to transcribe Old Church 
Slavonic.

Treasurer’s Report
FY 2012

Balance 12/31/11 ....................... $ 10,077.82

Balance 01/31/12  .........................$9,560.46

Paid member units 12/31/11 .....................80

Membership units 12/31/12 ....................127



Czech-Slovak Queen Pageant 
in Need
The Miss Czech-Slovak 
organization is in its 27th 
year and operates 100% 
from donations. The 
organization is seeking 
assistance from individuals 
and organizations who 
share their dedication to 
promoting and preserving 
the Czech and Slovak 
culture in the US. Each 
year, they raise funds for 
educational scholarships 
that are awarded to 
young women who want 
to promote and preserve the heritage through our traditions. 
The scholarships are awarded during the National Miss Czech-
Slovak Queen Pageant each August in Wilber, NE. This year, due 
to a shortage of funding, they are respectfully requesting our 
contributions to help ensure the scholarships can continue.

Would you or an organization you know be willing to help 
with and continue our mission? The youth are the future 
of our culture and ensuring young people are excited and 
desire to preserve are culture is critical and this organization 
helps change young people’s lives. Please consider making a 
tax-deducible donation by visiting the website: http://www.
missczechslovakus.com/our_sponsors.html. Whether the 
donation is $10, $100 or $1,000, your assistance will be greatly 
appreciated. For more information, contact Mary Elizabeth 
Lackey at mary_eliza@yahoo.com or 785-317-5010.

Diplomatic Ball
Mayor Sly James, the 
Ethnic Enrichment 
Commission and the 
Czech & Slovak Club 
cordially invite you 
to attend the 2013 
Diplomatic Ball.  The 
ball is at the Kansas 
City Downtown 

Marriott Count Basie Ballroom, 200 W. 12th Street, Kansas 
City, Missouri, Saturday, March 2, 2013, at 6 p.m. Enjoy live 
entertainment by African host countries and ballroom dancing 
featuring the JWB Jazz Band. Please RSVP by February 19, 2013, 
to Terry Smitka, TSmitka@rwbaird.com, 816-480-4227, or 
Mike Kalny, mikekalny@aol.com, 913-962-2145. The cost is 
$60 per person.

Queen Applicants Wanted
Do you know the next Miss Czech-Slovak US? Visit the website 
www.missczechslovakus.com for complete information about 
the competition and qualifications. If you know of a young 
woman age 16-26 of at least partial Czech or Slovak descent, 
please encourage her to apply. For more information, interest-
ed candidates can contact our own Jennifer Salva, the current 
National Czech-Slovak Queen at jhsalva@yahoo.com or Ross 
Marine at 816-943-0515. 

Czech and Slovak History and 
Culture Conference
Friday, April 26, 2013 - Saturday, April 27, 2013

What motivates people to stay or leave their homeland? Learn 
about the stories of people who made these decisions, why 
and how they did so and the outcomes. Do their stories add 
meaning and understanding to historical events today? What 
about your own family story? Three oral historians contrast 
and compare ground-breaking oral history studies in the U.S. 
and the Czech Republic to assess what can be learned about 
immigration today. Register at www.ncsml.org.

What: Czech and Slovak History and Culture Conference

When: Friday, Apr 26 - Saturday, Apr 27

Where: National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library

 1400 Inspiration Place SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404

Connecting Children to   
Czech-Slovak Cultures
Interest in keeping younger generations connected with Czech 
and Slovak languages and traditions endures and flourishes 
in USA. Recently we stumbled upon a website of Czech School 
Without Borders (Česká Škola Bez Hranic http://csbh.cz). It is 
a loosely tied organization of Czech parents living abroad 
with their families all over the world. Their goal is to introduce 
their children to the language, culture, history, traditions and 
lifestyle of their parents’ country. The organization is fairly new 
and is trying to find what works. On the Internet you can find 
descriptions of several Czech language schools for various 
grade levels, ranging from pre-school to high school.

Increasing numbers of children attending our C&S Club’s Easter 
and St. Mikulas events last year made us think about starting 
a Czech and Slovak program for children in our area. Because 
of the children’s age (pre-K through elementary school), a less 
formal approach rather than a structured language instruction 
school is considered. If you’re interested, come to a planning 
meeting to be scheduled in March. Please let us know your 
name, address, and telephone number, by e-mail to Marcel 
Janda at msjanda@hotmail.com, before March 1, 2013.

Czech and Slovak Club of Greater Kansas City
Officer Candidates for 2013

President .................................................................. Terry Smitka
1st Vice President (Membership) ....................................Robert Bee
2nd Vice President (Social/Programs) ............................. Hana Buric
3rd Vice President (EEC Commissioner) ................................... Open
3rd Vice President (EEC Commissioner) ........................... Mike Kalny
Recording Secretary ................................................... Sharon Short
Corresponding Secretary ............................................... Maria King
Treasurer .................................................................. Sue Herriage
Historian ................................................................... Iveta Blahut

Board Emeritus......................................... Joyce Cox
Board Emeritus..................................... Linda Vlasak
Board Emeritus.................................... Jirina LaVine
Board Emeritus...................................... Gene Simon

 ❐ Check box for entire above slate, or enter write-ins for specific office exceptions: 

                               

Your signature and date            

Please bring your ballots to the annual meeting or mail them to club Treasurer Sue Herriage, 12901 S. Brougham Dr., Olathe, KS  66062.  Contact Terry Smitka 
at 816-480-4227 if you have any questions.  

Please Pay Your Club Dues

Pay your 2013 dues at the annual meeting. Just $25 per 
family or $20 per single helps support the mission of 
our Czech and Slovak Club.  

Czechs and Slovaks – 20 Years 
after the Velvet Divorce
In 2013, Czechs and Slovaks are observing the 20th 
anniversary of the breakup of Czechoslovakia (The Czech & 
Slovak Federal Republic-CSFR) into two independent states. 
The breakup, known as the Velvet Divorce, became effective 
January 1, 1993.

The majority of Czechs and Slovaks were against the divorce 
at the time when this was happening.The Velvet divorce 
was preceded by a number of meetings and negotiations 
between politicians and state institutions in the period 
between 1990 and 1992. The separation of the CSFR was 
accomplished by constitutional amendments and the 1992 
parliamentary elections. 

The winners of the elections were the Civic Democratic Party 
(ODS) led by Vaclav Klaus in the Czech Republic, and the 
Movement for a Democratic Slovakia (HZDS), led by Vladimir 
Meciar, in the Slovak Republic. Both leaders and parties 
began negotiations to break up the CSFR. On July 17, 1992 
the Slovak parliament passed the Declaration of Sovereignty 
of the Slovak Republic, a symbolic document which was 
followed by passing of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic 
on September 1, 1992. The Constitution became effective 
on October 1, 1992. The Federal Assembly in Prague passed 
a constitutional law on the dissolution of the CSFR on 

November 25, 1992 which became effective on December 31, 
1992 at midnight.

Over the past 20 years, both Republics have been recognized 
as free and independent nations with memberships in 
organizations including NATO, the European Union, The 
Eurozone, The World Bank and the United Nations, which have 
provided for economic growth and prosperity for the citizens 
of both nations. 

More information will be available in the future regarding a 
possible club event to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 
Velvet Divorce.

Submitted by Ross P. Marine, Honorary Consul of the Slovak 
Republic and Sharon Valášek, Honorary Consul of the Czech 
Republic to the Midwest USA.

Recent Recognitions
•	 Representative Emanuel Cleaver II (D-MO 5th) wrote a 

letter of recognition honoring the life and achievements 
of Václav Havel. The letter was presented at the October 
5, 2012 event held by the Czech & Slovak Club of KC. 

•	 Hon. John L. Mica Of Florida entered a “Salute to the 
Slovak Republic” to the Congressional Record on January 
3, 2013.

Copies of the documents can be obtained from Ross Marine 
at rossmarine@earthlink.net.
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Our club held its 
traditional St. Mikulas 
event on Sunday, 
December 2, 2012, at 
the Sylvester Powell 
Community Center in 
Mission, KS.  This venue 
has proven to be a 
popular location and 
resulted in over 100 
members and guests 
present, including 26 
children.  Traditional 
Czech and Slovak 
Christmas music was 
performed by the 
talented trio of Mark 

Pinter, Joe Baric, and Jim Baric.  Also devoting time and effort 
to decorate the facility and help keep our program organized 

were Hana Buric and Jirina LaVine.  Many thanks to Hana and 
Jirina for their hard work.  The food was delicious as always with 
a wide selection prepared by all of the members.  

And it wouldn’t have been a celebration without the arrival 
of St. Mikulas.  As the children were gathered, St. Mikulas, 
the angel, and the devil came into the room.  The children 
were each asked by St. Mikulas if they behaved last year and 
deserved a present.  Not surprisingly, the children were in 
100% agreement that they had been good and should be 
rewarded. Our devil, Lukas Parrish, once again tried his best 
to convince St. Mikulas that the children were undeserving 
but our angel, Karolina Rooney, came to their rescue.  After a 
short (and sometimes scary) conversation with St. Mikulas and 
a performance by a few of the children, all were rewarded with 
a gift from St. Mikulas. I think everyone would agree that it was 
a fun time and a great day for celebrating this traditional Czech 
and Slovak holiday.  Thanks to all who attended and also those 
who assisted in both setting up and cleaning up afterwards. 

A Tribute to Václav Havel

On October 5th, the birthday of former Czechoslovak and 
Czech President Václav Havel, a special event was held to 
commemorate Havel’s life. The event began with a reception 
of Czech and Slovak ethnic food, followed by a program which 
was dedicated by Honorary Consuls Ross Marine and Sharon 
Valášek. The event filled the 5th floor Helzberg Auditorium 
of the downtown Kansas City Public Library. Many thanks to 
Nathan Wood, Associate Professor of Eastern European History, 
University of Kansas, who provided a background on Václav 
Havel and spoke of Havel’s ascendancy from literary writer to 
politician.    

 

At the mayor’s office on October 4th, Mayor Sly James 
presented a proclamation which proclaimed October 5 Václav 
Havel Day in Kansas City. As part of the program on Oct. 5, 
Councilman John Sharp spoke on behalf of Mayor James, 
recognizing Havel’s role in world politics and his contributions 
to freedom. Additionally, US Congressman Emanuel Cleaver 
prepared a congressional letter “In Recognition of Václav Havel 
– The Power of One Life,” which was presented at the event 
by Nicki Cardwell, Congressman Cleaver’s Community Affairs 
Liaison. 

 

The event concluded with a performance of the Havel play 
“Audience.” It was performed by the Metropolitan Ensemble 
Theater, and was well received by those in attendance. Local 
political leaders and several scholars attended the program 
and spoke about the impact of Václav Havel regarding the 
overthrow of communism in Central and Eastern Europe. The 
club is grateful to the Missouri Humanities Council and the 
Kansas City Public Library for their support of this event.

How we Celebrated Miloš  
Forman’s 80th Birthday
Last Fall, the Czech 
& Slovak Club and 
the Czech and 
Slovak Honorary 
Consuls, in support 
of the annual 
Mutual Inspirations 
Festival of the 
Czech Embassy 
in Washington, 
D.C., celebrated 
the 80th birthday 
of legendary 
Czech film maker 
Miloš Forman. In 
partnership with 
the Kansas City 
Missouri Public 
Library and with 
assistance from 
the Missouri 
Humanities 
Council, “Mondays 
with Miloš” took 
place throughout 
September and 
October 2012. 
Eight of Forman’s 
films were shown 
on Mondays at the 
Kansas City Public 
Library. Nearly 100 
attended the opening night and reception on September 10th, 
where Forman’s most famous film, “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest,” was shown.

 

St. Mikulas 2012
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Annual Club Meeting - Come Join the Fun Sunday, March 10

Sugar Creek Parish Celebrates Patrons’ 
Feast - Sunday, July 7

Calendar of Events

Sunday, March 10, 2012  2-4:30 p.m.   
2:00 social 
2:15 meal 
3:00 meeting 
3:15 – Program featuring Mila  
Saskova-Pierce 
4:15 PM Cleanup

Sylvester Powell Community Center
6200 Martway
Mission, KS  66202

Potluck:
A –J    =     salad/vegetable
K – R  =     dessert/appetizer
S – Z   =     meat/main dish

The club will provide soft drinks,  
plates, and other utensils.

Important Contact 
Information

Major events for rest of 2013 are listed below. Dates and times are subject to change. Please check our website 
(csclubkc.wordpress.com) for latest information.

News from the Czech & Slovak Club
c/o Terry Smitka
1205 Wellington Way
Liberty, MO  64068
Address service requested

A social and cultural club for those

 who  appreciate Czech and

 Slovak culture and traditions

csclubkc.wordpress.com

Newsletter credits: Content by Terry Smitka, Sharon Valášek and Carol Jacobson. Desktop layuot by Gary Löfström

Please mark the date for our club’s 
annual meeting on Sunday, March 10, 
2013.  It will be potluck and we ask 
that members and guests bring food 
based on the guidelines mentioned 
in left inset, “Potluck.”  The club will 
provide the setups and drinks.  

The program this year will be a 
presentation from Mila Saskova-
Pierce, a founder of the club and 
currently a professor of Czech and 
Russian studies at the University of 

Nebraska.  The business part of our 
meeting will include the current 
financial status of the club, upcoming 
programs, and the election of officers.  
You can mail your ballot to the 
address on the newsletter or bring it 
to the meeting. 

Please RSVP to Terry Smitka if you are 
planning to attend the meeting. Terry 
can be contacted at:   
tsmitka@rwbaird.com or   
816-217-9487.

St. Cyril Church, Sugar Creek, Missouri, 
will celebrate the Jubilee of SS. Cyril 
and Methodius, 1,150th Anniversary in 
the Great Moravia on Sunday July 7.

A celebration highlighted by a 
picnic and a polka mass are under 
consideration by the club and Father 
Mathew Bartulica, Pastor of St. Cyril 
Church, on the “Traditional Feast Day 
of St. Cyril,” Sunday July 7, 2013. St. Cyril 
Church is located at 11231 Chicago 
Street, Sugar Creek, MO, (T) 816-252-
1160 website: www.stcyrilparish.com.

The Czech and Slovak Club of Greater 
Kansas City, The Czech Honorary Consul 
to the Midwest Sharon Valášek, and 
the Slovak Honorary Consul to the 
Midwest Ross Marine, will participate 
in the feast day celebrations. So mark 
your calendars for this very special 
event that celebrates our Czech & 
Slovak culture, heritage and spiritual 
inheritance.  More details to be provided 
in the near future.

Date Event Location Time

March 2, 2013 Diplomatic Ball Downtown Marriott 6:00 PM

March 10, 2013 Annual Meeting Sylvester Powell Community 
Center

2:00 PM

April 25-27, 2013 Czech and Slovak History and 
Culture Conference

National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library, Cedar 
Rapids, IA 52404

See www.ncsml.org/

June 7-8, 2013 Sugar Creek Slavic Festival Onka Hall, Sugar Creek, MO See www.slavicfest.com/

July 7, 2013 Celebration of the 1150th 
anniversary of St. Cyril’s arrival 
in the Czech and Slovak lands

St Cyril’s Church-Sugar Creek, 
MO

TBD

August 2-4, 2013 National Czech-Slovak Festival Wilber, Nebraska See website

August 16-18, 2013 Kansas City Ethnic Festival Swope Park, Kansas City See website

September 22, 2013 Club Picnic Parkville, MO TBD

December 8, 2013 St. Mikulas TBD TBD

Brothers and Saints Cyril and Methodius 
are known as the Apostles of the Slavs, 
and were born in Thessalonica, in 827 and 
826, respectively. They are credited with 
devising the Glagolitic alphabet, the first 
alphabet used to transcribe Old Church 
Slavonic.

Treasurer’s Report
FY 2012

Balance 12/31/11 ....................... $ 10,077.82

Balance 01/31/12  .........................$9,560.46

Paid member units 12/31/11 .....................80

Membership units 12/31/12 ....................127




