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Mark your calendars for our club’s annual meeting on Sunday, 
March 28. It will once again be a potluck and we ask that mem-

bers and guests bring food based on the guidelines mentioned below.  
The club will provide the setups and drinks. Entertainment will be 
provided by Freida Kossyk and her daughter Irene Thompson. They 
will be giving a demonstration on the old custom of egg decorating. 
Their work is quite impressive. An assortment of the decorated eggs will 
be available for purchase. We will also have our election of officers as 
listed on page 8. Please mail your ballot to the address on the newsletter 
or bring it to the meeting.

Club Meeting Sunday

March 28, 2010 from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Agenda

2:00  Social time 

2:30  Meal 

3:15  Meeting 

3:30  Demonstration of Egg Decorating 

4:30  Cleanup

Location

Southminster Presbyterian Church

6306 Roe Avenue

Shawnee Mission, KS  66208

913-432-3505

Potluck

A –K   =  salad/vegetable

J – R   =  dessert/appetizer

S – Z   =  meat/main dish

The club will provide soft drinks, plates, and other utensils.
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April 7-9, 2010

Nebraska Union, 14th & R Streets

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska

The conference will examine Czech and Slovak immi-
grants and their descendants in the North American 

Great Plains region, their relationships with other Czech- and 
Slovak-Americans, and with Czechs and Slovaks in Europe 
and other parts of the world. Join fellow Czechs and Slovaks 
this Spring in Lincoln, NE for Czech and Slovak Americans: 
International perspectives from the Great Plains, a symposium 
sponsored by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s (UNL) 
Center for Great Plains Studies. Register and/or learn more at: 
https://secure.unl.edu/greatplains.
Keynote speakers will include Toni Brendel, author of “Slovak 
American Touches;” Martin Mejstrík, a pivotal student leader 
in the “Velvet Revolution” and former senator in the Parlia-
ment of the Czech Republic; Daniel E. Miller, Professor of 
History, University of West Florida; František Gal, Deputy 
Consul General, Consulate of the Czech Republic in Chicago 
and Milada Polišenská, Vice-President for Educational Devel-
opment, and Chair of the School of International Relations & 
Diplomacy, New Anglo-American College, Prague.
Symposium lodging (block of rooms) has been reserved at the 
Holiday Inn Lincoln Downtown, 141 N. 9th Street (group 
code: CZS). Rates are $89 single or double occupancy (not 
including taxes), valid through March 17.

Special Events include:

April 7 Opening Reception  
6:00-8:30 p.m. Include a photography exhibit and 
entertainment by The Kramer Sisters, specializing in 
harmony vocals and a variety of folk instruments.

April 8 Reception and Opera Highlights 
6:00 p.m. Dessert reception 
7:30 p.m. Czech and Slovak Opera highlights

April 9 Lunch keynote and evening banquet 
12:00 p.m. Keynote:  Daniel Miller
6:00 p.m. Banquet, keynote: Martin Mejstřík

CzechandSlovakAmericans
International perspectives from the Great Plains

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Symposium: April 7-9, 2010 Czech Language/Literature 
Study/Teaching Opportunities
The Czech Republic announces its continuation of the 
Compatriotic Educational Program Abroad for 2010-11. 
The program includes the following study and teaching 
opportunities: semester study abroad programs, a 4-week 
Czech language course in Dobruska, Czech Republic, a 
2-week Czech language methodology course for teachers 
from Czech compatriotic communities, and sending of 
Czech language teachers to Czech compatriotic communi-
ties abroad. 

Semester Study Abroad Program

Scholarships are available for study in the area of Czech 
for foreigners, tuition for Czech language and literature, 
history, ethnology, art history and theology. Fifteen, two-se-
mester scholarships are awarded for study at selected public 
universities in the Czech Republic. The schedule for the 
2010/2011 winter and summer semesters is:

For study during the winter semester 2010-11 (semes-•	
ter begins October 1, 2010). Application deadline: 
03/31/10 
For study in a summer semester 2010/2011 (semes-•	
ter begins February 15, 2011). Application deadline: 
08/31/10.

Four-week Czech Language Course in Dobruska, Czech Republic – 
July 23-August 20, 2010

Sixty scholarships are provided annually for this 4-week 
Czech language course. The course includes tuition for 
study and extra curricular activities aiming at proficiency in 
basic Czech language and knowledge of the Czech Republic. 
Room and board is provided as well. Minimum age is 18 
years, no maximum. Application deadline: March 10, 2010.
For both of the above study programs, application can be 
found on www.dzs.cz.. Return application and required sup-
plemental information to the Embassy of the Czech Repub-
lic (attention to Ms. Jana Racova, Cultural Attaché, 3900 
Spring of Freedom Street, NW, Washington, DC 20008).

Two additional opportunities are available for teachers:

Two-week Czech language methodology course for •	
teachers held from Aug. 23 – Sep. 3, 2010. Application 
can be found at www.dzs.cz and is due by 03/10/10.
One-year teaching aboard for Czech language teach-•	
ers to communities abroad. Teacher assists with the 
preparation/implementation of compatriotic cultural, 
documentary, and educational projects. Contact Jana 
Racova at 202/ 274-9108 or jana_racova@mzv.cz for 
more information.
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Members, friends and guests of the Czech & Slovak 
Club and the Greater Kansas City chapter of People 

to People International gathered November 6-7 to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary of the Velvet Revolution of 1989. Velvet 
Revolution refers to a six-week period in late 1989 that 
brought about the bloodless overthrow of the Czechoslovak 
communist regime. It occurred just a few weeks after the fall 
of the Berlin wall, and was followed by the advent of freedom 
in many other countries once under Soviet rule. 
Our club, the Missouri Humanities Council, the Greater 
Kansas City Chapter of People and several other generous 
organizations and people contributed to a successful and 
joyous tribute to freedom; not just for the Czech and Slovak 

Republics but for all those that appreciate democracy. We had 
the pleasure of hosting dignitaries representing both coun-
tries: Deputy Chief of Mission Daniel Kostoval, Embassy of 
the Czech Republic, and H.E. Peter Burian, Ambassador of 
the Slovak Republic to the US.  Among the public events and 
activities were:
The Velvet Revolution Celebration occurred November 6 and 
included an evening of ethnic food/beverage, a program by 
the Midwest Consulates for the Czech and Slovak Republics 
along with a dance to traditional polka music. 

“Accidental Army, The Amazing True Story of The Czechoslo-
vak Legion.”  The World War I documentary film was shown 
at The National World War I Museum at Liberty Memorial  
on November 7th. The film uncovers the fascinating history 
(long suppressed by the Soviets) of how an unlikely army of 
Czechs and Slovaks fighting both for and against the Rus-
sians in World War I played a crucial role in the birth of the 
Czechoslovak nation.

Arriving guests for the WWI film event were greeted by Miss 
Czech Slovak USA 2009-10 and Miss Kansas Czech Slovak 
2009-10. The queens were dressed in festive kroje (native 
dress). Following the reception, a short program was held 
beginning with a welcome of special guests and recognition 
of the four international military students and their families 
from the Czech & Slovak Republics attending the Command 
and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, KS. Sharon 

Valasek, Honorary Consul of the Czech Republic for the 
Midwest, paid tribute to former ambassador to the Czech 
Republic, Jay Neimczyk. Ambassador Neimczyk, who had ties 
to the Kansas City area and was present for the opening of the 

A Midwest Tribute to Czech and Slovak Independence
Sharon Valasek

continued on page 4
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Czech consulate office in 2003, passed away September 16, 
2009. The program continued with remarks by Ambassador 
Burian and Deputy Chief of Mission Kostoval. Film creators, 
Bruce Bendinger and John Iltis, introduced the film and were 
on for a question and answer session after the showing.

In addition to the public events, the volunteers organized a 
number of  invitation-only events. Notably, Ross Marine, 
Honorary Consul of the Slovak Republic for the Midwest, 
arranged a breakfast at the Truman Library and Museum. 
Approximately 40 guests were on hand for the program which 
included a special tour of the library and a “laying of the 
wreath” ceremony at the grave of President Harry Truman. 
Following the breakfast, Stan Salva, mayor of Sugar Creek, 
MO, hosted a luncheon for invited guests at Mike Onka Hall 
in Sugar Creek. Ambassador Burian and Representative Ray 
Salva were among the program speakers. Special thanks to 
Terry Smitka and Ross Marine for their coordination of the 
luncheon.

Thank you to the many volunteers from our club and 
GKCPTP who worked together to make the event a success. 
Special recognition to club members Bob Bee, Iveta Blahut,  
Leslie Kupka, Jirina LaVine, Gary Lofstrom, Mike Kalny, 
Kimberly Smitka, Terry and Pam Smitka, Tom and Jane Kohl 
Waggoner, for their assistance of time and talent on these 
Velvet Revolution events. 

continued from page 3

Mar 20 Sokol St. Louis Trivia Night. Games, prizes, raffle. Call 314.497.3447. 

Mar 27 Czech Festival; American Czech Center, 4690 Lansdowne Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Music, food, a deli, Czech boutique, cooking demonstration and several 
new activities. Free admission. See www.csafraternallife.org.

Mar 28 Czech & Slovak Club of K.C. annual meeting (see page one).

Apr 11 Czech/Slovak Folklore Festival, Sokol Hall, 21st & U Streets, Omaha, NE, 11am-4 pm

Apr 30 – May 1 Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International; two-day mini-conference; Lincoln, NE. See www.cgsi.org.

May 2 NE Czechs of Lincoln Festival; Moose Lodge, 4901 N 56th ST, Lincoln, NE; 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. See www.lincolnczechs.org.

May 30 - 
Jun 4

Kansas City hosts the 2010 NAFSA Annual Conference & Expo. The conference focuses on the landscape of global higher education, geared toward 
college and university educators. More than 7,500 attendees from the US and around the world (including delegations from the Czech and Slovak 
Republics) will be in KC for this event. Watch for upcoming information about an opportunity to meet the Czech and Slovak delegations.

June 11-12 Slavic Fest - Sugar Creek, MO. The annual Slavic Festival has exciting entertainment, dancing and ethnic food planned.

Aug 6-8 49th Annual Czech Festival, Wilber, NE. See www.ci.wilber.ne.us.

Aug 20-22 Ethnic Enrichment Festival - Swope Park, KC, MO

Calendar 2010

Treasurer’s Report
FY 2009

Balance 12/31/08 .................................$6,633.02
Balance 12/31/09  ................................$9,382.08
Membership units 12/31/09 ...........................118
Paid membership units 12/31/09 .....................66
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St. Mikulas 2009

Our club held it’s traditional St. Mikulas event on Sunday, 
December 6, 2009, at the Sylvester Powell Community 

Center in Mission, KS.  Approximately 55 members and 
guests gathered to share a wide variety of food and celebrate 
the holiday.  There were also an unusually large number of 
children attending this year in hopes of being visited by St. 
Mikulas.  Their hopes were rewarded when the trio of St. 
Mikulas, the angel, and the devil arrived.  
The children were each asked by St. Mikulas  (Terry Smitka) 
if they behaved last year and every one responded that they 
had.  Although the devil (Lukas Parrish) made a persuasive 
case that perhaps they were exaggerating, the angel (Karolina 
Rooney) confirmed that, in fact, they had all been good.  So, 
each and every one was rewarded with a gift from St. Mikulas.  
Karolina was exceptional as the angel this year and Lukas was 
so convincing as the devil that many were not sure that he 

was acting.  All in all, it was a fun time and a great day for cel-
ebrating this traditional Czech and Slovak holiday.   Thanks 
to all for the enjoyable afternoon.
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Velvet Revolution  
Celebration  Events 
Washington, DC, November 17-19, 2009

Ross P. Marine, Honorary Consul of the Slovak Repub-
lic in the Midwest and Mr. Stan Salva, Mayor of Sugar 

Creek Missouri attended a number of activities in Washing-
ton, DC November 17-19, 2009 to celebrate and commemo-
rate the 20th Anniversary of the November 17, 1989 Velvet 
Revolution. On November 17, Ambassador and Mrs. Peter 
Burian hosted an evening reception at the Embassy of the 
Slovak Republic to inaugurate the exhibition of 30 paintings 
by Slovak artists entitled, “Memories of Slovakia.” The Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic, Mr. Miroslav 
Lajcak, officially opened the exhibition. Over 300 invited 
guests, including the Washington consular corps diplomats, 
US Government officials, military attaches, embassy staff, 
Friends of Slovakia (FOS) and the honorary consuls of the 
Slovak Republic in the US attended the events.
On November 18, Foreign Minister Lajcak, previous US 
Ambassadors to Slovakia and previous Slovak Ambassadors 
to the US spoke at the Heritage Foundation in Washington. 
The event celebrated 20 years of freedom in Central Europe 
and the US-Slovak Partnership. They shared their first hand 
experiences and impressions of the two decades following the 
Velvet Revolution and Slovak independence. A large audi-
ence of FOS members and others interested in Slovakia had 
the opportunity to ask questions of Foreign Minister Lajcak 
and other speakers. The taped event link is available on  the 
www.friendsofslovakia.org website. Immediately following the 
event, Foreign Minister Lajcak held a press conference at the 
nationally recognized National Press Club.
On Wednesday evening, FOS and the Slovak embassy co-
hosted a black-tie gala dinner at the Washington Golf and 
Country Club commemorating the 20th anniversary of the 
revolution. The dinner was attended by approximately 220 
guests, including Foreign Minister Lajack, Slovak Ambassador 
Burian and US House of Representatives Joe Sestak, John 
Mica and Joe Wilson who presented a House resolution com-
memorating the Velvet Revolution. Minister’s Lajcak remarks 
touched on US-Slovak friendship and the importance of the 
Velvet Revolution and its aftermath in the “Velvet Divorce” of 
1993, which created independent Czech and Slovak republics. 
Slovak honorary consuls who attended the gala also organized 
a very successful silent auction with proceeds benefiting a 
scholarship fund for Roma children in Slovakia.

The Centre for Language and Academic Preparation – a 
language centre of the Bratislava School of Law, Slovak 

Republic, and a private higher education institution will be 
offering a traditional summer school of the Slovak Language 
and Culture 2010 July 5-23, 2010 in Bratislava and is de-
signed for general international public.
The Centre is providing an excellent opportunity to anyone 
who is interested in learning or improving his/her Slovak 
language skills as well as acquiring more knowledge of Slova-
kia – its history, present situation, traditions and dominants. 
Besides intensive Slovak language study the summer school 
program will include many interesting cultural and social 
activities (Slovak folk traditions, guided tours and trips, 2-day 
trip around Slovakia, sports and cultural events, etc.). For 
detailed information, visit www.uninova.sk/cjop/src/sum-
merschool.php or contact Mrs. Jarmila Kotlarikova, Bratislava 
School of law, Centre for Language and Academic Prepara-
tion, Tematinska 10, 851 05 Bratislava, Slovak Republic. 
(T) 421-26353 – 3148; (F) 421-26353 – 3149; email clap@
ubinova.sk, website www.uninova.sk/clap.

Summer School of the Slovak 
Language and Culture

Annual Dues Reminder!
We count on you to help keep the Czech & Slovak 
Club alive and well. The annual dues are very rea-
sonable, just $20/family and $15/single or individu-
al. Please send your payment to Jana Rooney at the 
address below. If you’re unsure if you’ve paid 2010 
dues, contact Jana at 913-498-8160 or by email at 
mrooney@volny.cz. In 2008, the Czech/Slovak Club 
achieved not-for-profit status as a 501 (c)3 organi-
zation. Your dues payment is tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law. 
 

Jana Rooney
6425 Valley Road
Kansas City, MO  64113
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Czech and Slovak Club’s 
Heritage Project  

The Heritage Project is off to a good start.  Everyone is in-
terested in “the old country,” the social and political his-

tory through which she has gone and the roles our ancestors 
have played or suffered through.  Nearly all of our members 
have genealogical information about at least one ancestor liv-
ing in Czechoslovakia or even the Austro-Hungarian Empire 
in the really early days. For the Heritage Project, we are trying 
to go beyond the information of who married whom and how 
many children they had. We would like to know more about 
our ancestors. In what area did they live, how did they earn 
a living, and what was their society like? What joys and great 
events did they witness, or the opposite, what were their trials 
and tribulations? These and many other answers make our 
ancestors so much more understandable and precious to us. 
Genealogy as a study and as a hobby is changing to include 
more information and stories to pass on to our descendants.  
We need to get this written down. In all probability, we’ve 
already lost much that we would like to know about our fore-
fathers, especially two or three generations back.  Our goal 
with the Heritage Project is to get this information recorded 
for our own families and friends and share it with members 
of the Czech and Slovak Club.  We are especially interested 
in the generation of your family that decided to leave “the 
old country” and come to the United States.  There has to be 
several interesting stories associated with that event. Why did 
each decide to leave or to remain behind? How did their lives 
differ, change, affect each other?

Getting Started

First, we intend to collect remembrances and stories. As we 
are collecting them, we will put them in a notebook and 
have them to share with members. With enough stories, we 
will publish them in a limited edition book. We already have 
information from Gene Simon and Linda Brink, and the 
Smitkas are about ready to contribute. Several other families 
have indicated an interest but have not had the time or the in-
clination to get it all written down. They say they don’t know 
where to start, what to include or how much detail to go into.
Daphne Bitters, one of our club members, has come to our 
rescue! She would like to meet with you and members of your 
family who can contribute information and memories about 
your ancestors. You should bring any information you have, 
newspaper articles, genealogical charts, earlier records and 
stories. Daphne will ask you questions and help you decide 
what you want to include and say in your family’s story. She 
will even help you write it. What more could you ask?  She 
has experience in this type of writing and storytelling and is 

wonderfully skillful in putting it together in an interesting 
manner that makes for good memories, reading and sharing.
Daphne would like to visit first with families who have older 
members who are more likely to have more information 
about even older ancestors. Terry Smitka told me that he 
and his family, including his father, had a very enjoyable and 
interesting meeting with Daphne guiding the discussion. If 
you would like to meet with Daphne to get started on your 
family’s story, get in touch with me, Joyce Cox at joycecox@
att.net or 816-942-6307. I would like to know general times 
that you could get together with Daphne and then I’ll make 
arrangements for you and her to communicate as to the exact 
time and place.  Let’s tell our family stories of the past for 
ourselves and the future.

Slovak Republic 2010 
Government Scholarship
 

The Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic an-
nounced the 2010 Slovak Government Scholarship pro-

gram. It provides for undergraduate or graduate study in the 
Slovak Republic in Slovak language, including 1 year prepara-
tory language training at Comenius University in Bratislava.
It specifically intended to provide university education oppor-
tunity for individuals of Slovak Heritage living abroad. Slovak 
organizations such as the Czech & Slovak Club of Greater 
Kansas City have a unique privilege to influence the candidate 
selection process, since any candidate applying for a scholar-
ship needs to be endorsed by a local Slovak organization. 
Available to candidate age 18 to 26. Scholarship does not 
include transportation from the US to Slovakia. Candidates 
may apply individually-directly to the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs – OKUD, H1boka cesta 2, 833 36 Bratislava by May 30, 
2010. Additionally, the Slovak embassy in Washington DC 
can provide assistance with submitting applications. Deadline 
to submit applications to the embassy is May 1, 2010.
Candidates can not be a holder of Slovak citizenship. Ad-
ditional information is available at www.studyin.sk (English 
version) and at www.portalvs.sk, or contact Ross P. Marine, 
Honorary Consul of the Slovak Republic at rossmarine@
earthlink.net or 816-943-0515 for assistance.  
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Czech and Slovak Club of Greater Kansas City
Officer Candidates for 2010

President .........................................................Terry Smitka
1st Vice President (Membership) ................... Iveta Blahut
2nd Vice President (Social/Programs) ........... Hana Buric
3rd Vice President (EEC Commissioner) ....... Mike Kalny
3rd Vice President (EEC Commissioner) ............ Bob Bee
Recording Secretary ...................................... Sharon Short
Corresponding Secretary .............................. Susan Zvacek
Treasurer ......................................................... Jana Rooney
Historian ......................................................... Gene Simon

Check box for entire above slate, or enter write-ins for specific office exceptions:  ❐
               

Your signature and date             

Please bring your ballots to the annual meeting or mail them to club Treasurer Jana Rooney, 6425 Valley 
Road, Kansas City, MO  64113.  Contact Terry Smitka at 816-480-4227 if you have any questions.  Ballots 
must be mailed by March 22, 2010.

News from the Czech & Slovak Club
c/o Terry Smitka
1205 Wellington Way
Liberty, MO  64068
Address service requested

Board Emeritus ............................... Joyce Cox
Board Emeritus ..........................Linda Vlasak
Board Emeritus ..........................Jirina LaVine


