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Mark your calendars for the annual meeting of the Czech & Slovak Club on 
Sunday, April 5th at the Mike Onka Memorial Building in Sugar Creek, 

MO. The meeting starts at 2:00 p.m., includes a potluck dinner and entertainment 
by the Sugar Creek Tamburitzans. We will also sponsor an Easter egg hunt for 
the children. Other activities include the election of club officers, and an update on 
club business and programs for the year. Admission is free but we ask all attendees 
to bring food items as listed below. The club will provide eating utensils and soft 
drinks.  Beer and wine will also be available for purchase.

Potluck Assignment 

Bring a dish to share based on the first letter of your last name. 

A through J – Main dish

K through R – Vegetable/salad

S through Z – Appetizer/dessert

Location and Time

Mike Onka Hall
Sugar Creek, MO  
Sunday, April 5 
2:00 to 4:30 p.m.

New Website Address for Club

In case you missed it, our club’s website has moved to http://csclubkc.
wordpress.com. Many thanks to Marcel Janda for putting in the time 

and effort to get the site established. The new location is much more 
attractive than the site we had before and makes it easier for members to 
make postings, even those that are somewhat technologically challenged.  
If you would like to add your expertise to helping us manage the new site, 
please contact Terry Smitka at 816-480-4227. 
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Club Donates to the NCSML 
The epic flooding that occurred in Cedar Rapids 

last summer did its part to destroy a large portion 
of the “Czech Village” community.  Among the many 
structures that were damaged was the National Czech 
and Slovak Museum and Library (NCSML).  Although 
the museum staff did their best to move their displays 
to higher ground, many museum pieces were damaged 
or destroyed.  But this natural disaster has proven to be 
only a temporary setback for the museum.  They have 
moved forward by renting temporary space and have 
started the process of salvaging what items they can and 
renovating the museum structure itself.  It will be a long 
and expensive process and the board of our club felt it 
was our duty to try and offer them some financial help.  

One of our members, Linda Brink, wrote a family 
history that included a lot of historical information.  
Jirina LaVine thought we could make a book using 
Linda’s information and sell it at the Ethnic Festival as 
well as other club events. We sold 100 copies (at $10 

each) of the book, titled, “Tales of the Czech Lands.” In 
addition, the board agreed to donate all of the proceeds 
earned by members that volunteered to work at the 
Ethnic Festival. The festival pays groups like ours $7 
an hour for volunteers. Between the sales of the books, 
specific donations for the flood, and our volunteers at 
the Ethnic Festival, we were able generate over $1,238 
in profits.  

The Board also agreed to take enough out of our general 
funds to make the contribution an even $2,000. We 
heard that an anonymous donor would match any 
contributions that were received by December 31, 2008, 
so we made sure that our check arrived before year 
end. This resulted in a total of $4,000 being donated 
on behalf of the club. The museum has a big task on 
its hands. You can check on their progress by accessing 
their website at www.ncsml.org.  

Mini-Czech Lessons
New member Bob Bee shares this information con-
cerning Czech language lessons. Gloria Storch in 
Omaha teaches Czech classes. She has a website 
called, “Mini Czech Lessons.” The most recent one 
covers Christmas traditions.  Check it out at: www.
omahaczechclasses.com. Click on “Mini Czech Les-
sons.”
 

Czech American TV on  
Easter Traditions
Bob Bee also shared the following link.  It is to the 
Czech American TV and has a video on Czech Easter 
traditions. Enjoy!
 
http://www.catvusa.com/index.php?file=/ar-
chive_2007/Czech_documents/164h_Easter_tradi-
tions_Czech_Republic.wmv

Photos courtesy of 
Bob Bee from his 
travels



Czech-Slovak News - Mar. 2009  3

Ross/Sharon Help Maryland Heights Celebrate the World
On Sunday, February 22nd, the city of Maryland 

Heights, Missouri became a melting pot of world 
cultures. The city hosted its 8th annual “Celebrate the 
World” Festival, designating the Czech Republic as the 
host country for 2009. Maryland Heights is a western 
suburb of St. Louis, Missouri with about 26,000 
residents.  The international festival is put on by the 
cultural arts commission and this year, also with the 
support of the American Czech Center in St. Louis, 
who decorated the lobby and offered crafts, food and 
entertainment.

The opening ceremony included a “parade of nations” 
at noon followed by remarks from the Honorable 
Mike Moeller, mayor of Maryland Heights, Sharon 
Valasek, honorary consul of the Czech Republic and 
Ross Marine, honorary consul of the Slovak Republic. 
Attendees spent the afternoon taking in presentations 
and performances on two stages featuring native music 

and dance from around the globe. Those interested 
in the Czech/Slovak culture took in a fashion show 
of beautiful kroje, music by the St. Louis Czech 
Express and a presentation by Leah Wilson, director of 
marketing and communications at the National Czech 
& Slovak Museum & Library in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

No festival would be complete without food and 
this one was no exception. The “Taste of the World” 
refreshment area featured delectable culinary delights 
from around the globe including homemade Czech 
pastries and dishes from China, India, Argentina, Italy, 
Africa and more.

It was a pleasure to meet new friends of the Czech & 
Slovak Republics. We parted that day vowing to meet 
again and reminded ourselves that the I-70 trek between 
Kansas City and St. Louis really is quite short.

Photos from the February 22, 2009 “Celebrate the World” festival in Maryland Heights, MO
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The Smitka Family History in America
by Terry Smitka

Juraj (George) Smitka was born on June 24, 1886 in 
the small village of Pucov, Slovak Republic. Pucov is 

located in the Zilina Region of north central Slovakia 
in the district of Orava, very close to the Polish border. 
His parent’s names were Andrej Smitka and Maria 
Smolenova. We don’t know very much about his youth 
but Pucov is a farming village and from all appearances, 
they lived a very modest existence. A brother named 
Jan previously came to the United States and settled 
in Joliet, Illinois. He eventually got a job in Whiting, 
Indiana, working for the Standard Oil Company. 
Apparently he was able to pass this information on to 
George, because on March 23, 1905 my 18-year-old 
grandfather and his 23-year-old brother Stefan arrived 
in America. Typical of many immigrants at the time, he 
never saw his parents again.

George began working at the refinery in Whiting and 
stayed there until 1915. He was quite a ladies man 
and must have been very smart as well because he 
remained unmarried through this period. For some 
reason, he then decided to join the army. Although we 
once again do not know many details, he said that he 
spent his early army years with General John Pershing 
in the pursuit of Pancho Villa in Mexico. Future 
General George Patton was also part of the 10,000 man 
contingent. After that adventure, he was transferred to 
Alaska in 1918. He requested at that time to become 
a naturalized American citizen. His request was denied 
because we were still at war with his native country, 
Austria-Hungary. He applied again in 1919, and after 
renouncing his allegiance to the Emperor of Austria and 
the Apostolic King of Hungary, was finally accepted as 
an American citizen. Curiously, he also requested that 
his name be Americanized to George Peter Smith. Our 
family is forever grateful that this never happened.

George finished his military service in early 1920 at 
Fort George Wright in Spokane, Washington. By all 
indications, he must have gotten back in contact with 
Standard Oil because he then located to Sugar Creek, 
Missouri, to work at the refinery there. He worked as 
an operator in the agitator unit for the next 35 years 
and was one of the few Slovaks that were given any real 
responsibility.

Not long after his arrival in Sugar Creek, my 
grandmother Zuzana (Susan) Tetakova Firicova, 
made her arrival there. She was born on March 5, 
1900 in the small village of Hrustin, Slovak Republic. 
Coincidentally, Hrustin is located only about 15 miles 
from Pucov. Her parent’s names were Jan Tetak Firic 
and Zuzana Mateckova. My grandmother was 20-years 
old when she arrived on December 10, 1920. She left 
Hrustin with her cousin, Stefan Halastik and his wife, 
to join her father who was already working for Standard 
Oil in Sugar Creek. She immediately got a job at 
Standard Oil as a janitress. Not long after, her father 
made the decision to return home and rejoin the rest 
of his family. Apparently she must have been impressed 
by the older and more mature George, because it didn’t 
take too long for them to get together. Although the 
word around Sugar Creek was that George had several 
other close encounters with marriage in his short time 
there, my grandparents were married on May 20, 1922.

George and Susan had a total of nine children over the 
next 16 years. They eventually moved to a house in 
Sugar Creek that sat on 10 acres. This gave them the 
opportunity to become gentlemen farmers. They had 
chickens, cows, pigs, and other farm animals on their 
property. They also had an orchard and a vineyard, and 
in their large garden, planted corn, potatoes, and many 
other vegetables. It was a lot of work, particularly for 
my grandmother, but they never complained. They also 
kept their culture alive around the house, at church, and 
within the city. My grandmother passed away in 1969 
and my grandfather in 1970, but they left quite a legacy 
for all their descendents.

Treasurer’s Report
Balance Jan. 1, 2008 .....................  $9,239.34

2008 Income  ...............................  $3,779.52

2008 Expenses  .............................  $6,692.22

Balance as of January 31, 2009 .....  $6,633.02
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Ethnic Enrichment 
Commission and the 
upcoming festival in August

Slovakia Adopts Euro

The Slovak Republic has now begun a new era as 
they officially adopted the Euro as their currency 
on January 1, 2009. Slovakia is the 16th European 

country to abandon their own currency 
for the Euro in the 10 years 
that the Euro has been used for 
financial transactions.  Although the 
koruna is no longer legal tender, 
Slovak’s national bank, Narodna Banka 
Slovenska, will still accept koruna coins 
for exchange until the end of 2013 and will accept notes 
indefinitely. Including Slovakia’s population of 5.4 million 
people, there are now 328 million people officially using the 
Euro.  

All euro countries are able to select the design on one side 
of their coins, called the national side.  The Slovak’s polled 
their citizens to determine what symbols should be used.  
The one, two, and five cent coins depict Mount Krivan in 
the High Tatras, which symbolizes the diverse natural wealth 
of Slovakia.  The ten, twenty and fifty cent coins depict 
Bratislava Castle, a state emblem and landmark of the city of 
Bratislava.  Finally, the one Euro and two Euro coins display 
the Slovak coat-of-arms.

€

The Kansas City Ethnic Enrichment Commission 
(http://www.eeckc.org ), formed in 1980, continues 
to foster understanding and appreciation of cultural 

diversity in the greater Kansas City area. The website 
includes flags of each of the 66 countries represented on the 
Commission. On the home page, select “countries,” then 
click on the flag of the country you wish to visit. It will take 
you to that country’s official web site. The Commission 
sponsors an annual ethnic festival in Swope Park. It will be 
held August 21-23. 

The Czech and Slovak Club of Greater Kansas City 
now offers a $500 scholarship to children, step 
children, or grandchildren of active members.  The 
eligibility requirements are listed on our website 
(http://csclubkc.wordpress.com) but the main 
requirement is that the student must be a graduating 
high school senior or undergraduate student at an 
accredited college or university. The application for 
this scholarship is also available on our website.

The Council of Higher Education also offers 
scholarships to students of Czech, Slovak or 
Ruthenian heritage. Last year they awarded 
scholarships totaling $80,000 to 49 students.  They 
anticipate increasing that amount to $100,000 this 
year. In addition to their heritage requirement, 
other considerations are academic achievement and 
need. This scholarship can be accessed from the 
website at www.cheonline.org. The deadline for this 
scholarship is April 1.

Interested in a College 
Scholarship?

Annual Dues Reminder!
We count on you to help keep the Czech & 
Slovak Club alive and well. The annual dues 
are very reasonable, just $20/family and $15/
single or individual. Please send your payment 
to Jana Rooney at the address below. If you’re 
unsure if you’ve paid 2009 dues, contact Jana 
at 913-498-8160 or by email at mrooney@
volny.cz. In 2008, the Czech/Slovak Club 
achieved not-for-profit status as a 501 (c)3 
organization. Your dues payment is tax 
deductible.  

Jana Rooney

6425 Valley Road

Kansas City, MO  64113
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Explore your Family History
Ever wondered when your ancestors arrived in America?•	

How about the ship they sailed or the port they •	
departed?

What about the money they were carrying and their •	
original destination?

Would you be interested in knowing what they told the •	
census bureau in 1930, 1920, 1910, or before?

All this information and much more can be accessed at 
the Independence branch of the Mid-Continent Public 
Library. That library in particular is a good source for 
genealogy research since their genealogy department at 
the Independence location has one of the most thorough 
genealogical databases in the Midwest. They subscribe 
to a number of services that are made available to the 
general public. The library staff is available to assist 
interested persons in locating information. 

For those who have some basic information about their 
ancestors’ journey to America, the club is also trying 
to put together an album to preserve this information. 
Please consider putting the story of your ancestors’ 
immigration to America in writing so we can add 
your family story to our album. If you don’t do it, the 
information could be lost forever. Contact Terry Smitka 
or Joyce Cox at 816-942-6307 or joycecox@att.net if you 
want to share with the rest of the club.

News from the Center for 
Russian, East European, 
and Eurasian Studies at the 
University of Kansas 
by Edith Clowes
 

Czech historian, Bruce Berglund,  returns to the • 
KU campus to give two talks  on Czech history 
Monday and Tuesday, Oct. 12 and 13. 

The department will be welcoming Dr. David • 
Skalicky from the University of Southern Bohemia 
as Fulbright visiting professor for the next academic 
year, 2009-2010. He will be teaching beginning 
and advanced Czech and a survey course on Czech 
literature. The beginning Czech is planned for M-F 
at 3 so non-traditional students might be able to 
budget time for it.

As part of a semester-long commemoration of • 
the 20th anniversary of the fall of Communism 
in East Central Europe, the  center announces a 
conference, “Central Europe 1989: Lessons and 
Legacies,” to be held in Lawrence, KS, Oct. 16-18, 
2009. The conference will address the questions of 
transition and change in Central Europe in culture, 
literature and film, gender, ethnicity, civil and 
state structures, environment, and the economy.  
Historical and political treatments of the “Turn” 
will be welcome. Keynote lectures by Professors 
Veronika Ambros (Toronto) and Jan Kubik 
(Rutgers) are planned. 

Mark your calendar for the weekend of Nov. 6-8, • 
2009. A weekend celebrating Czech and Slovak 
culture  is in the planning stages. Edith Clowes 
anncounced the center’s plans: a Friday evening 
film, a Saturday lecture by Professor Svetlana 
Vassileva-Karagyozova, wine-tasting, possibly a 
cooking class, a K-12 Teachers’ Workshop on 
Central Europe, and a stage production of Karel 
Capek’s “RUR: Rossum’s Universal Robots” in 
a new translation by PhD student Eva Hruska 
(originally from Slovakia), directed by Professor 
John Staniunas.  There will be a “talk back” after 
the show.

Czech-Slovak Anniversaries 
This year marks several important anniversaries in Czech 
and Slovak histories: 

20th anniversary of the Czechoslovak Velvet Revolu-• 
tion that returned democracy to Czech/Slovak lands

Tenth anniversary of Czech membership into NATO• 

Fifth anniversary of Czech and Slovak accession into • 
the European Union

First Czech Presidency of the Council of the European • 
Union. 

The success that these modern democracies have 
achieved in 20 short years is remarkable. Ross Marine 
and Sharon Valasek are planning events for Fall 2009 to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Velvet Revolution. 
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Mar 21 Diplomatic Ball, fundraiser for Ethnic Enrichment Festival, Kansas City Downtown Marriott, 200 W. 12th ST, KCMO, 6-11 p.m. 
Contact Jirina LaVine at 816.753.2540 for reservations.

Mar 5 -   
Apr 30

Tivoli Theater will have eight world classics films of the Janus Film series. Contact theatre at 913.383.7756 or www.tivolikc.com 
for more information.

Apr 9 Czech film, “Firemen’s Ball” at the Tivoli Theatre. Czech director Milos Forman’s first color film is a biting political satire about a 
charity ball in which nothing goes right. Viewed as a commentary on floundering Czech leadership, the 1967 film was banned 
following the Russian invasion, prompting Forman’s move to America.

Apr 5 Czech & Slovak Club annual meeting (see page one)

Apr 18 Czech Festival, American Czech Educaton Center, 4690 Lansdowne, St. Louis, MO. Czech dinner, Czech boutique, Czech cooking 
instruction, Czech/Slovak videos, fashion show, booths and dancing. Admission: Free.

Apr 19 Czech/Slovak Folklore Festival, Sokol Hall, 21st & U Streets, Omaha, NE, 11am-4 pm

Apr 22-26 Screenland Film Festival. KC, MO. May include a Czech/Slovak film, TBA.

June 12-13 Slavic Fest - Sugar Creek, MO. The 24th annual Slavic Festival has exciting entertainment, dancing and ethnic food planned.

Aug 21-23 Ethnic Enrichment Festival - Swope Park, KC, MO

Thursdays Czech table at Henry’s Cafe, every Thursday, Downtown on 8th St between Massachusetts & New Hampshire, Lawrence, Kansas, 
5 p.m.

Calendar

Mar 29 2009 Czech Language Foundation Banquet UNL Student Union.  Ballroom 6 p.m. For tickets call 402.770.5029 before March 27.

Mar 30 2009 Oscar winning Film Zelary 7 PM, Student Union (Room to Be Posted)

Mar 31 2009 Czech Poetry Reading. 9 AM until 2 PM. Student Union.

Apr 3 2009 Robitschek Scholars Talk. 12 PM until 2 PM. Two students from the Czech Republic will share aspects of life in the Czech Republic.

Apr 4 2009 Evening with Polka “Less Talk More Polka.” 7 p.m., Culture Center on City Campus, 14th and “R” ST.  An evening of fun and 
dancing with a local student Lincoln polka band!

May 3 Nebraska Czechs of Lincoln  www.lincolnczechs.org

June 6 Nebraska Czechs of South Central NE.  Hastings, NE. 308-384-7355

June 19-21 Clarkson Czech Festival.  www.ci.clarkson.ne.us

June 20 Nebraska Czech-Slovak Queen Pageant, Clarkson, NE, www.ci.clarkson.ne.us

Jul 31 -  
Aug 2

Czech Capital of Nebraska & USA, Wilber, NE, www.ci.wilber.ne.us

Sep 27 Panhandle Czech Heritage Day, Lodgepole, NE, starts at noon.

Sep 27 Prague Czech Heritage Day, Prague, NE, starts at 11 a.m.

For more information on these and other events, visit www.nebraskaczechs.org

Regional Cultural Events
Czech Week at University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Czech Festivals in Nebraska in 2009
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The Czech and Slovak Club of Greater Kansas City 
Officer Candidates for 2009
President ...................................................................................................................... Terry Smitka
1st Vice President (Membership) .............................................................................. Jana Hubbard
2nd Vice President (Social/Programs) ...................................................................... Susan Zvacek
3rd Vice President (EEC Commissioner) ................................................................. Mike Kalny
3rd Vice President (EEC Commissioner) ................................................................. Bob Bee
Secretary ...................................................................................................................... Sharon Short
Corresponding Secretary ............................................................................................ John Brungardt
Treasurer ...................................................................................................................... Jana Rooney
Historian ..................................................................................................................... Gene Simon
Board Emeritus............................................................................................................ Joyce Cox
Board Emeritus............................................................................................................ Linda Vlasak
Board Emeritus............................................................................................................ Jirina LaVine 

Check box for entire slate, or enter write-ins for specific office exceptions:  ❐
               

Your signature and date             

Please bring your ballots to the annual meeting or mail them to club Treasurer Jana Rooney, 6425 Valley Road, 
Kansas City, MO  64113.  Contact Terry Smitka at 816-480-4227 if you have any questions.  Ballots must be 
mailed by March 27, 2009.

News from the Czech & Slovak Club
c/o Terry Smitka
1205 Wellington Way
Liberty, MO  64068
Address service requested


